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PRIORITY INLAND WATERBIRD HABITATS 
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 Ⓓ 
Approx %     

of Area  
Protected 

Ⓔ  
Conservation and Management 

 

Ⓐ  Complex Name 
Habitat complex name; “complexes” are areas based on priority colony sites and adjacent colonies or sites with key habitat 
characteristics 

Ⓑ Species Occurrence 
For most states/provinces, occurrences from atlas data.  Numbers indicate at least one confirmed or probable breeding occurrence and 
not total number of pairs unless otherwise stated. 

Ⓒ Species 
Species designated by its AOU 4-letter code.  All states/provinces include GBHE information except for Maryland where GBHE data is 
on wading bird habitat profile.  New Brunswick and Nova Scotia include GBHE and BCNH information on inland waterbird profile.      

Ⓓ Approx %  of Area  Protected Approximate percentage of complex protected 

Ⓔ Conservation and Management 
Information provided from habitat experts, regional managers, and Important Bird Area sources/coordinators; includes actions necessary 
to safeguard the colony. 
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Inland Waterbird Habitats- Legend and Sources

 

       
     
      
          
 
 
    
 

American Coot 

Habitat complex 

eCommon Moorhen 

Black-crowned Night-Heron r 

n Pied-billed Grebe 

m Least Bittern 

e Sora 

Virginia Rail 

Yellow Rail 

 Black Tern 

American Bittern  

Great Blue Heron 

Associated Conservation Projects 

Conservation projects submitted by 

regional managers.  Project descriptions 

located at 

www.fws.gov/birds/waterbirds/MANEM 

Legend: Inland waterbird species found in state/province 
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State & Province Coastal Wading and Seabird Habitats                      
Legend and Sources 

 

MA Seabird Summary 

 All Top Ten/  Priority
 

Number of  
active colonies 
 

Number of  
seabirds 
 

% sites  
protected 
 

% sites  
publicly owned 
 

% sites  
privately owned 

#’s and % 
in all 

colonies 
in state 

#’s and % in either 
the top ten (in 

population size) 
colonies or in the 

state’s priority 
sites 

 

      Priority site; active 1990s 
      Non priority site; active 1990s 
   Inactive site 1990s;  
        last active 1980s and/or 1970s 
     Non-focal state site; active 1990s 
          Habitat complex 

 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID 

Associated Conservation Projects 

Conservation projects submitted by regional managers.  
Project descriptions located at 
www.fws.gov/birds/waterbirds/MANEM  

 

Lon 
Status-
Owner N Birds; SppName N Birds; Spp Habitats Priority Sites Lat Conservation Actions 

 Ⓐ  Ⓑ Ⓒ 
 

Ⓓ Ⓔ Ⓔ Ⓕ 
 

Ⓖ 
 

Ⓗ 
 

 
Habitat complex name; “complexes” are areas based on priority colony sites and adjacent colonies or sites 
with key habitat characteristics  

Ⓐ  
Complex 
Name 

Numbers and species from 1990 colony data from USGS online Waterbird Monitoring Database 
(

Ⓑ          
http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/cwb/database/N Birds; Spp ); Atlas of Breeding Birds of the Maritime Provinces; Plan de 

Conservation des Oiseaux Aquatiques du Quebec; Poole, A. and F. Gill, eds. The Birds of North America 
accounts; and/or local experts and input from regional scientists and managers 
Total number of sites includes those used in 1990s and 1970s.  ActiveⒸ  sites include colonies only from 
1990s. Habitats used and commuting range information from Poole, A. and F. Gill, eds. The Birds of North Habitats 
America series of ornithological monographs. 
Priority sites identified by regional managers at sub-regional committees.  “Priority” sites are those deemed 
important habitat for waterbirds.  Information on complex groups checked by habitat experts/regional 
managers.  Data from various sources (i.e. Patuxent, Erwin, Maritimes Atlas, etc.) 

Ⓓ 
Priority Sites 

Site latitude and longitude in dms. Ⓔ 
Lat, Lon 

Status of site = protected or unprotected; owner, if known. Ⓕ 
Status-
Owner 

Number of birds and species of bird in priority site from 1990 colony data. Ⓖ 
N Birds; Spp 

Information provided from habitat experts, regional managers, and Important Bird Area 
sources/coordinators; includes actions necessary to safeguard the colony. 

Ⓗ 
Conservation 
Actions 
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Connecticut Inland Birds 1 1 2 Jenny Dickson; Julie Victoria; Patrick Comins
Wading Birds 1, 38 1 23 23 Jenny Dickson; Julie Victoria; Patrick Comins
Seabirds 1, 38 1 23 23 Jenny Dickson; Julie Victoria; Patrick Comins

Delaware Inland Birds 3 3 4 4 Karen Bennett; Maurice Barnhill; Greg Hess
Wading Birds 3, 38 3 23 23 Karen Bennett; Maurice Barnhill
Seabirds 3, 38 3 23 23 Karen Bennett; Maurice Barnhill

Maine Inland Birds 8 8 10, 41 9, 10, 41 Tom Hodgman; Brad Allen;  Scott Hall 
Wading Birds 8, 38 8 23 23 Tom Hodgman; Brad Allen;  Scott Hall 
Seabirds 8, 38 8 23 23 Tom Hodgman; Brad Allen;  Scott Hall 

Maryland Inland Birds 12 12 11 11 Dave Brinker; Dave Curson 
Wading Birds 12, 38 12 23 23 Dave Brinker; Dave Curson 
Seabirds 12, 38 12 23 23 Dave Brinker; Dave Curson 

Massachusetts Inland Birds 7 7 6 5, 6 Scott Melvin; Carolyn Mostello; MassAudubon
Wading Birds 7, 38 7 23 23 Scott Melvin; Carolyn Mostello; MassAudubon
Seabirds 7, 38 7 23 23 Scott Melvin; Carolyn Mostello; MassAudubon

New Hampshire Inland Birds 17 17 15
, , ,

16 Michael Marchand; Pam Hunt
Seabirds 17, 38 17 16, 23 23 Michael Marchand; Pam Hunt

New Jersey Inland Birds 21 20, 21 23 22, 23 Dave Jenkins; Dave Mizrahi
Wading Birds 21, 38 20, 21 23 23 Dave Jenkins; Dave Mizrahi
Seabirds 21, 38 20, 21 23 23 Dave Jenkins; Dave Mizrahi

New York LI Inland Birds 18 18 19 19 Dave Adams; Yigal Gelb
Wading Birds 18, 38 18 23 23 Steve Sinkevich; Joseph Jannsen
Seabirds 18, 38 18 23 23 Steve Sinkevich; Joseph Jannsen

New York ADK Inland Birds 18 18 19 19 Dave Adams;  Jillian Liner

Rhode Island Inland Birds 24 24, 137 25, 26, 2725, 26, 27 Andrew MacLachlan; Carol Trocki
Wading Birds 24, 38 24 23 23 Andrew MacLachlan; Carol Trocki
Seabirds 24, 38 24 23 23 Andrew MacLachlan; Carol Trocki

Vermont Inland Birds 32 32 30, 31 Nat Shambaugh; Mark LaBarr; R. Renfrew

Virginia Inland Birds 29 29 28 28 Ruth Boettcher; Barry Truit
Wading Birds 38 23 23 Ruth Boettcher; Barry Truit
Seabirds 38 23 23 Ruth Boettcher; Barry Truit

Gulf of Maine 8, 38, 42 39 42 Doug Forsell

Mid Atlantic 12, 38, 42 42 Doug Forsell

Scotian Shelf 38, 42 42 Doug Forsell

Habitat Profile Sources Matrix

4



R
eg

io
n

Pr
of

ile

B
as

e 
M

ap
s  

- s
ta

te
, 

co
un

ty
 b

ou
nd

ar
ie

s

B
as

e 
M

ap
 - 

W
at

er
 

La
ye

rs

Si
te

 M
ap

 - 
Si

te
 

Lo
ca

tio
ns

/B
ou

nd
ar

i
es B

ird
 D

at
a

Ex
pe

rt
s

Habitat Profile Sources Matrix

New Brunswick g Birds 37 37 33  33, 40 Richard Elliot
Seabirds 38 33 33 John Chardine

Nova Scotia g Birds 34 34 33 33, 40 Richard Elliot
Seabirds 38 33 33 John Chardine

PEI g Birds 35 35 33 33, 40 Richard Elliot
Seabirds 38 33 33 John Chardine

Quebec g Birds 38 36 Gilles Chapdelaine
Seabirds 38 36 36 Gilles Chapdelaine
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1 Connecticut Map and Geographic Information Center (MAGIC Geospatial Data). http://magic.lib.uconn.edu/.  Accessed 2004.

2 Bevier, Louis R. (ed.). 1994. The Atlas of Breeding Birds of Connecticut. Bulletin 113, State Geological and Natural History Survey of Connecticut.  Dept. of Environmental 
Protection, Hartford, CT. 461pp.

3 Delaware DataMIL and Delaware Office of State Planning Coordination and U.S. Geological Survey. http://datamil.udel.edu/.  Accessed 2004.

4 Hess, G. K., R. L.West, M. V. Barnhill III, and L. M. Fleming. 2000. Birds of Delaware. University of Pittsburgh Press, Pittsburgh, PA. 635pp.

5 Veit, R.R., and W.R. Petersen.  1993.  Birds of Massachusetts. Massachusetts Audubon Society, Lincoln, MA. 514pp.

6 Petersen, W. R. and W. R. Meservey. 2004. Massachusetts Breeding Bird Atlas. University of Massachusetts Press, Amhearst, MA. 

7 Office of Geographic and Environmental Information (MassGIS), Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs. http://www.mass.gov/mgis/.  
Accessed 2004.

8 Maine Office of Geographic Information Systems (MEGIS). http://apollo.ogis.state.me.us/catalog/.  Accessed 2004.

9 Gilbert, A.T. 1995. The Foraging and Habitat Ecology of Nesting Black Terns in Maine - A Thesis ( Unpublished ).  The Graduate School, University of Maine, Orono, ME.

10 Adamus, Paul R. 1987. Atlas of breeding birds in Maine. 1978-1983. Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Augusta, ME.

11 Natural Heritage Program, Maryland Department of Natural Resources.  1990-1992 Natural Heritage Program Marshbird Survey. Compliments of David Brinker.

12 Maryland Geological Survey. http://www.mgs.md.gov/coastal/maps/.  Accessed 2004.

13 Foss, Carol R. (ed.) 1995. The Atlas of Breeding Birds in New Hampshire. Audubon Society of New Hampshire, Concord, NH. 464 pp.

14 Hunt, Pam. New Hampshire Bird Records (Unpublished data ).  Audubon Society of New Hampshire, Concord, NH.

15 Hunt, Pam, 1994. New Hampshire Heron Colony List (Unpublished data ).  Audubon Society of New Hampshire.

16 Common Loon Data (Unpublished). Loon Preservation Committee - submitted by Pam Hunt

17 Complex Systems Research Center, University of New Hampshire and The New Hampshire Geographically Referenced Analysis and Information Transfer (NH GRANIT). 
http://www.granit.sr.unh.edu/.  Accessed 2004.

18 NYS Office of Cyber Security & Critical Infrastructure Coordination and New York State GIS Clearinghouse.  http://www.nysgis.state.ny.us/inventories/state.ht.  Accessed 2004. 

19 New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, 2004.  Digital Atlas of Breeding Birds in New York State 2000-2004 (U npublished draft version ).  Compliments of 
Laura Sommers, NYDEC.  

Habitat Profile Sources
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Habitat Profile Sources

20 New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife Landscape Project and New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP), Division of Fish Wildlife, Endangered 
Nongame Species Program (ENSP) . http://www.njfishandwildlife.com/ensp/landscape/index.htm.  Accessed 2004.

21 NJ Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP), Office of Information Resources Management (OIRM), Bureau of Geographic Information Systems (BGIS). 
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/gis/.  Accessed 2004.

22 Jenkins, David. 2004. New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Marshbird Breeding Locations ( Unpublished Data ).

23 Waterbird Monitoring Database.  Waterbird Monitoring Partnership, of the Waterbirds for the Americas Initiative.  U. S. Department of the Interior, U. S. Geological Survey, 
Patuxent Wildlife Research Center.  http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/waterbirds/.  Accessed 2004.

24 Rhode Island Geographic Information System and the Rhode Island Board of Governors for Higher Education. http://www.edc.uri.edu/rigis/.  Accessed 2004.

25 Enser, Richard W. 1992. The atlas of breeding birds in Rhode Island. Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, Providence, RI. 206 pg.

26 Enser, Richard W. pers. comm. 2004. RI Natural Program, RIDEM. Unpublished 2004 GBHE Breeding Locations in Rhode Island.

27 MacLachlan, Andrew. October 14, 2004.  of USFWS SNE/NYB Coastal Ecosystems Program. Personal communication to update marshbird breeding locations .

28 Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, Virginia Natural Heritage Program.  Virginia Conservation Sites.  http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/dnh/conslandindex.htm.  
Compliments of S. Carter-Lovejoy.  Accessed 2004.   

29 Geospatial and Statistical Data Center, University of Virginia Library, Charlottesville, VA.  http://fisher.lib.virginia.edu/.  Accessed 2004.

30 Renfrew, R.  2004. Draft Vermont Breeding Bird Atlas 2003 - 2007. Vermont Institute of Natural Science, .  "Thanks to the Vermont Institute of Natural Science and the 
Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife for supplying data, and to the hundreds of volunteers participants who gathered data for the project."

31 Shambaugh, Nat. 2004.  Unpublished Marshbird Surveys.  Vermont Department of Agriculture, Food and Markets. 

32 Vermont Center for Geographic Information, Inc.  ©  2004 State of Vermont. http://www.vcgi.org/  Accessed 2004.

33 Chardine, J.W. 2004. Canadian Wildlife Service Atlantic Region Waterbird Colony Database.  

34 MacKinnon, F.  2004.  Nova Scotia Wetlands Layer.  Nova Scotia Department of Natural Resources. 

35 Government of Prince Edward Island, Department of Provincial Treasury.  www.gov.pe.ca/gis/.  Accessed 2004.

36 Chapdelaine, G.  2005.  Unpublished waterbird data.  Canadian Wildlife Service, Quebec Region.  

37 GeoCommunity,  www.geocomm.com,  Accessed June 2006.

38 Bird Studies Canada.  North American Bird Conservation Regions.  http://www.bsc-eoc.org/international/bcrmain.html.  Accessed 2004. 
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Habitat Profile Sources

39 Roworth, E. and R. P. Signell.  1998.  GOM15CTR: Digital bathymetry contours of the Gulf of Maine.  USGS, Woods Hole, MA.   <http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/of98-
801/bathy/data.htm#Contours> Accessed 2004.

40 Erskine, A.J. 1992.  Atlas of breeding birds of the Maritime provinces.  Nova Scotia Museum.  Halifax, Nova Scotia.

41 Hodgman, Tom, 2004. Unpublished Maine GBHE breeding data (Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife survey data ). 

42 World Conservation Union (IUCN), the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (IOC), and the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA).  Large Marine Ecosystem data.  http://www.edc.uri.edu/lme/.  Accessed 2004.  
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Eastern Virginia Priority Inland Waterbird Habitats 

 

PRIORITY INLAND WATERBIRD HABITATS 

Species Occurrence* 

ID Complex Name B
LR

A
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R
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Approx % 
Protected Conservation Issues 

1 Huntley Meadows/Dogue Creek 
Wetlands  X  X X   3   

2 Mason Neck  
  X     1 

 Includes Guston Manor Habitat Zone, Mason 
Neck, Sycamore, point, Mason Neck State Park 
and Kane Creek Headwaters 

3 Freeschool Marsh X     X X 3   

4 Bequendam Creek   X     1  Habitat fragmentation and loss; an important 
small site for marshbirds 

MD 

* X indicates presence of species in area.  AMBI, CLRA, GRHE, LEBI and PUGA are likely to occur throughout eastern Virginia. 

2

1

 4 

 3

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  52, 58, 59 

BCR 27 

MD 

DE 

BCR 29 

 

       
     
      
          
 
 
    
 

Habitat complex

eCommon Moorhen 

n Pied-billed Grebe 

Black Rail 

e Sora 

Virginia Rail 

American Bittern 

Great Blue Heron 

King Rail 
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Virginia Priority Coastal Wading Bird Habitats 

 

 
 
 

 

VA Wading Bird Summary 

 All 
Top 
Ten 

 

Number of  
active colonies 165 10 
 

Number of  
wading birds 25,449 12,669 
 

% sites  
protected Unk Unk 
 

% sites  
publicly owned Unk Unk 
 

% sites  
privately owned Unk Unk

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID Name 
N Birds;  
Spp Habitats Priority Sites Lat Lon

Status- 
Owner 

N Birds; 
Species Conservation Actions 

1 Pocomoke 
Sound 

1339; BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GRHE, BGHE, 
LBHE, SNEG, 
TRHE, YCNH 

Nesting- 

Watts Island 
37°
49’ 

75°
54’ 

Unknown-
Unknown 

1297; BCNH, 
CAEG, GBHE, 
GLIB, GREG, 
LBHE, SNEG, 
TRHE, YCNH 

Monitoring to determine efficacy of 
management actions; posting and closure of 
breeding colony areas; effective law 
enforcement of use policies; development of 
public use policies (esp. regarding crab pot 
storage); enchancement of eroding islands 
with dredge materials and creation of new 
dredge material islands  

Chin. Causeway 
37°
56’ 

75°
24’ 

Unknown-
Unknown 

2032; BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG, TRHE 

2 Chincoteague 
Group 

3506; BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, GRHE 
LBHE, SNEG, 
TRHE, YCNH,  

Nesting- 

Willis Point 
37°
54’ 

75°
26’ 

Unknown-
Unknown 

1182; BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG, TRHE 

  
  

3 Hampton 
Group 

1812; GBHE, 
GREG,  

Nesting-  
Beaverdam Creek

37°
11’ 

76°
31’ 

Unknown-
Unknown 

940; GBHE, 
GREG 

4 Hopewell 
Group 

1048; GBHE, 
GREG 

Nesting- 
White Oak Swamp

37°
29’ 

77°
11’ 

Unknown-
Unknown 

1000; GBHE, 
GREG 

5 Richmond 
Group 

742; CAEG, 
GBHE, GREG, 
GRHE 

Nesting-  

Hopewell Bar1Sw
37°
18’ 

77°
14’ 

Unknown-
Unknown 

732; CAEG, 
GBHE, GREG, 
GRHE 

6 Mason Creek GBHE, GREG Nesting-  
Mason Neck 

38°
37’ 

77°
127’ 

Unknown-
Unknown 

2508; GBHE, 
GREG 

7 Potomac 
Creek 

GBHE Nesting-  
Potomac Creek 

38°
21’ 

77°
23’ 

Unknown-
Unknown 1300; GBHE 

8 Bush Mill Str GBHE Nesting- 
Bush Mill Str 

37°
52’ 

76°
28’ 

Unknown-
Unknown 700; GBHE 

 
 
 
Land acquisition; marsh restoration; invasive 
species control (esp. Phragmites); predator 
control; avian productivity monitoring to 
determine efficacy of management actions; 
upland buffer creation or restoration around 
wading bird colonies esp. for GBHE; 
conservation and management of forested 
wetlands and aquatic feeding habitats 

2

1 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

9 

8 

 Priority site; active 1990s 

 Ú Non priority site; active 1990s 
  Inactive site 1990s; last active    

1980s and/or 1970s 
 ●    Non-VA site; active 1990s 

 Habitat complex 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  45, 46, 47, 52, 54
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Virginia Priority Coastal Seabird Habitats  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

VA Seabird Summary 
 All Priorities

 

Number of  
active colonies 245 10 
 

Number of  
seabirds 125,672 42,758 
 

% sites 
protected Unk Unk 
 

% sites  
publicly owned Unk Unk 
 

% sites  
privately owned Unk Unk 

 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID Name 
N Birds; 
Species Habitats Site Name Lat Lon

Status-
Owner 

N Birds; 
Species Conservation Actions 

S. Cheeseman I. 
37° 
55’ 

76°
02’ Unk-Unk 

3841; BRPE, 
CATE, GBBG, 
HERG, ROYT 

1 Eastern Shore 
Chesapeake 
Bay Group 

19,000; BLSK, 
BRPE, CATE, 
(COTE), FOTE, 
GBBG, HERG, 
LAGU, (LETE), 
ROYT  

Nesting—21 sites (11 active); 
Foraging—BRPE <20 km 
estuarine waters; terns <10km 
estuarine waters, marshes; gulls 
<20km and shoreline, inland 
marshes 

Lower Bernard 
37° 
51’ 

75°
43’ Unk-Unk 

2880; GBBG, 
HERG, LAGU 

Monitoring to determine efficacy of 
management actions; posting and 
closure of breeding colony areas; 
effective law enforcement of use 
policies; development of public use 
policies (esp. regarding crab pot 
storage); enchancement of eroding 
islands with dredge materials and 
creation of new dredge material 
islands  

2 Chincoteague 
Group 

20,500; BLSK, 
CATE, COTE, 
FOTE, GBBG, 
GBTE, HERG, 
LAGU 

Nesting—36 sites ( 31 active); 
Foraging— terns <10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; gulls <20km and 
shoreline, inland marshes 

Mud Bay 2 
37° 
56’ 

75°
25’ Unk-Unk 

5646; FOTE, 
HERG, LAGU 

Monitoring to determine efficacy of 
management actions; effective law 
enforcement of use policies; 
continuation (and increase?) in 
mammalian predator control efforts 

Hummock 
Channel 

37° 
36’ 

75°
39’ Unk-Unk 2400; LAGU 

Ek 9 
37° 
20’ 

75°
51’ Unk-Unk 4400; LAGU 

3 Southern 
Lagoon Group 

60,000; BLSK, 
CATE, COTE, 
FOTE, GBBG, 
GBTE, HERG, 
LAGU, LETE 

Nesting—120 sites ( 115 active); 
Foraging— terns <10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; gulls <20km and 
shoreline, inland marshes 

Ek 14 
37° 
21’ 

75°
51’ Unk-Unk 

2050; FOTE, 
LAGU 

Monitoring to determine efficacy of 
management actions; posting and 
closure of breeding colony area; 
effective law enforcement of use 
policies;  public education especially 
for recreational boaters (including 
kayakers and PWC users) and 
watermen of importance of marshes to 
birds and other wildlife   

Little Easter Marsh 3 
37° 
20’ 

75°
45’ Unk-Unk 5000; LAGU 

Wreck I. Beach 
37° 
16’ 

75°
47’

Protected-
State 

6520; GBBG, 
HERG, LAGU 

Wreck I. 3 
37° 
15’ 

75°
48’

Protected-
State 

 
3145; BLSK, 
CATE, COTE, 
GBTE, LETE, 
ROYT, SATE 

4 Barrier Island 
Group 

48,000; BLSK, 
CATE, COTE, 
FOTE, GBBG, 
GBTE, HERG, 
LAGU, LETE, 
ROYT, SATE 

Nesting—75 sites (71 active); 
Foraging— terns <10km coastal, 
estuarine waters, marshes; gulls 
<20km and shoreline, inland 
marshes 

Fisherman I. 1 
37° 
05’ 

75°
57’

Protected-
Federal 

6876; BRPE, 
GBBG, HERG, 
LAGU, ROYT, 
SATE 

Monitoring to determine efficacy of 
management actions; continuation 
(and increase?) in mammalian 
predator control efforts; development 
of coordinated public use policy for all 
islands; effective law enforcement of 
use policies; public outreach to inform 
about island use policies and 
importance of habitat complex to birds 
and other wildlife  

 Priority site; active 1990s 

 Ú Non priority site; active 1990s 
  Inactive site 1990s; last active    

1980s and/or 1970s 
 ●    Non-VA site; active 1990s 

Chesapeake Bay and barrier      
island complexes 

Chincoteague and southern 
lagoon complexes 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  9, 10, 28, 29, 44, 

45, 46, 47, 52, 54, 61, 113, 115, 116 
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* Numbers represent the maximum number of individuals heard at survey points within a complex. 

Maryland Priority Inland Waterbird Habitats 
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PRIORITY INLAND WATERBIRD HABITATS 

Species Occurrence* 

ID Complex Name A
M

B
I 

B
LR

A
 

C
LR

A
 

C
O

M
O

 

K
IR

A
 

LE
B

I 

PB
G

R
 

SO
R

A
 

VI
R

A
 

TO
TA

L 

Approx % 
Protected Conservation Issues 

1 Carrol Island 0 0 3 0 2 0 0 1 21 27   

2 Patuxent River Wetlands 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 5 7   

3 Tanyard Wetlands 2 1 2 31 44 7 0 3 135 225   

4 Blackwater-Fishing Bay 0 76 205 10 7 6 4 6 829 1,143   

5 Deal Island 0 27 62 13 0 1 2 7 172 284   

6 Fairmont 0 9 118 2 1 1 0 0 167 298   

7 Crisfield 0 2 44 0 0 0 0 0 90 136   

8 Chincoteague Bay 0 13 9 0 0 0 0 0 46 68   

9 Assateague Island 0 7 28 0 0 0 0 0 11 46   

 

1

2 3

4

5 6

7

8 
9

AMBI#Y

SORA#S

PBGR&\

COMO#0

LEBI%[

KIRA#·

CLRA#³

BLRA%

VIRA%U

Counties

Priority Habitat

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  52, 58, 59 
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Maryland Priority Coastal Wading Bird Habitats  
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MD Wading Bird Summary 
 All Priority
 

Number of  
active colonies 73 10 
 

Number of  
wading birds 30,683 20,526 
 

% sites  
protected 37 60 
 

% sites  
publicly owned 33 50 
 

% sites  
privately owned 60 50 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID Name 
N Birds; 
Species Habitats Site Name Lat Lon 

Status-
Owner 

N Birds; 
Species Conservation Actions 

Poole’s Island 
39° 
27’ 

76° 
27’ 

Protected- 
Federal 

2760; BCNH, 
GBHE 

IBA, control shoreline erosion:      primary 
threat to habitat on Poole's Island 

1 Aberdeen 5200; BCNH, 
CAEG, GBHE, 
SNEG 

Nesting-6 active sites; 
Foraging-10km (SNEG 1-
2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal 
flats, marshes; CAEG 
25km assoc w/ grazing 
livestock Romney Creek 

39° 
41’ 

76° 
19’ 

Protected- 
Federal 

1400; BCNH, 
GBHE 

IBA, control shoreline erosion; assess impact 
of firing range area; recently abandoned 
(2003). 

2 Eastern Bay 5700; CAEG, 
GBHE, GLIB, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG, TRHE 

Nesting-7 active sites; 
Foraging-10km (SNEG 1-
2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal 
flats, marshes; CAEG 
25km assoc w/ grazing 
livestock Bodkin Island 

38° 
89’ 

76° 
28’ 

Unprotected-
Private 

1650; CAEG, 
GLIB, LBHE, 
SNEG, TRHE 

Colony has undergone recent significant 
decline (2003). 

3 Nanjemoy Creek 2600; GBHE Nesting-1 active site; 
Foraging-10km estuarine 
marshes 

Nanjemoy 
Creek 

38° 
41’ 

77° 
20’ 

Protected- 
Private 2600; GBHE IBA 

Lookout Tower 
38° 
01’ 

76° 
01’ 

Protected- 
Federal 

2678; BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, GBHE, 
LBHE, SNEG, 
TRHE, YCNH 

IBA, control severe erosion / habitat loss, 
some parts of the island losing up to 12 ft of 
shoreline per year 

Holland Island 
38° 
11’ 

76° 
08’ 

Unprotected-
Private 

2294; BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, GBHE, 
LBHE, SNEG, 
TRHE, YCNH IBA 

Rhodes Point 
South 

37° 
96’ 

76° 
04’ 

Unprotected-
Private 

1178; BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG, TRHE, 
YCNH IBA 

4 Mid-Chesapeake 
Bay 

23,000; BCNH, 
CAEG, GBHE, 
GLIB, GREG, 
LBHE, SNEG, 
TRHE, YCNH 

Nesting-26 sites (21 
active); Foraging-10km 
(SNEG 1-2km); coastal 
and freshwater wetlands, 
tidal flats, marshes; CAEG 
25km assoc w/ grazing 
livestock 

Barren Island 
38° 
32’ 

76° 
25’ 

Unprotected-
Private 

1150; CAEG, 
GLIB, GREG, 
GBHE, SNEG   

South Point 
Spoils 

38° 
19’ 

75° 
18’ 

Protected- 
State 

3304; BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG, TRHE IBA 

5 Chincoteague Bay 13,200; BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG, TRHE 

Nesting-7 sites (4 active); 
Foraging-10km (SNEG 1-
2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal 
flats, marshes; CAEG 
25km assoc w/ grazing 
livestock 

Heron Island 
38° 
35’ 

75° 
08’ 

Protected- 
State 

1512;  BCNH, 
CAEG, GBHE, 
GLIB, GREG, 
GRHE, LBHE, 
SNEG, TRHE 

IBA, NPS camping during breeding season; 
reduce human use of beaches at nearby 
Assateague S.P. and Assateague Is. N.S. so 
not to limit use of areas by birds, recently 
abandoned (2003). 

Priority site; active 1990s 

 Ú Non priority site; active 1990s 
  Inactive site 1990s; last active    

1980s and/or 1970s 
 ●    Non-MD site; active 1990s 

 Habitat complex 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  47, 52, 54 
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Maryland Priority Coastal Seabird Habitats 

##

#
##

#

#

# #

#
#

##

#

###

#

#

##

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

##
#
###

####

#

#

#

#

#

#

####

###

#

##

#####
##
#
#

#

####
#
##

#

##

#

##

######

#

#

#

#

#

#

####

#

#
#

#

###

#

###
#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

####

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#
#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##
#

#

##

#

#

###

#

#

#

#

#

###

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

####

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

##

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

###

#

#

#

#

##

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

####

#

#

#

##

###

#

#

#

##

#

##

#

#

#
#

###

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##
#

#

###

#
#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

###

##

#

#

#
##

#
#
#

###

#

#

##

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ
ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ ÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ
ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚ
ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚ
ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚ ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚ
ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ
ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

#Y

#Y

#Y#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y#Y
#Y

#Y#Y

#Y#Y#Y#Y

#Y#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y#Y

#Y#Y#Y#Y

#Y#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y

#Y#Y#Y

#Y#Y

#Y

#Y#Y

#Y#Y

#Y#Y

#Y#Y#Y
ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ
ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ ÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ
ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚ
ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚ
ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚ ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚ
ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ
ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ
ÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ
ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚÊÚÊÚÊÚ

ÊÚ

38
°0

0'

38°00'

38
°1

5'

38°15'

38
°3

0'

38°30'

38
°4

5'

38°45'

39
°0

0'

39°00'

39
°1

5'

39°15'

39
°3

0'

39°30'

76°45' 76°30' 76°15' 76°00' 75°45' 75°30' 75°15' 75°00'
0 10 20 30 Kilometers

MD Seabird Summary 
 All Top Ten
 

Number of  
active colonies 68 10 
 

Number of  
seabirds 14,280 9,844 
 

% sites  
protected 35 80 
 

% sites  
publicly owned 38 70 
 

% sites  
privately owned 

47 30 

 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID Name 
N Birds; 
Species Habitats 

Priority 
Sites Lat Lon

Status-
Owner 

N Birds; 
Species Conservation Actions 

1 Patapsco 
Group 

1300; GBBG, 
HERG, LETE 

Nesting—4 sites (3 
active); Foraging—terns 
<10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; gulls 
<20km and shoreline 

Sparrow’s 
Point 

39°
12’ 

76°
29’ 

Unprotected-
Private 

1050; GBBG, 
HERG Recently (2003) abandoned? 

2 Poplar Is. 
Group 

900; DCCO, 
HERG, (former 
COTE) 

Nesting—2 sites (1 
active); Foraging—
DCCO <5km inshore 
shallows; gulls <20km 
and shoreline 

Poplar 
Island 

38°
46’ 

76°
22’ 

Protected-
Private 

948; DCCO, 
HERG 

76 pair LETE and large COTE colony 
(2003) 

3 Tar Bay and 
Honga 

1300; COTE, 
FOTE, GBBG, 
HERG, LAGU, 
LETE, (former 
BLSK) 

Nesting—8 sites (4 
active); Foraging—terns 
<10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; gulls 
<20km and shoreline 

Whitewood 
Cove 

38°
19’ 

76°
15’ 

Protected-
Federal 

1046; COTE, 
FOTE, LAGU   

Pry Island 
38°
05’ 

76°
03’ 

Protected-
State 

1700; BLSK, 
COTE, FOTE 

 IBA; BLSK recently (2003) 
abandoned?; BRPE recently colonized

4 South Marsh 
Is. Group 

2500; BLSK, 
COTE, FOTE, 
GBBG, HERG 

Nesting—4 sites (2 
active); Foraging—terns 
<10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; gulls 
<20km and shoreline 

Spring 
Island 

38°
07’ 

76°
04’ 

Protected-
Federal 

772; GBBG, 
HERG  IBA 

5 Smith Island 1400; GBBG, 
HERG, (former 
LETE) 

Nesting—12 sites (8 
active); Foraging—terns 
<10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; gulls 
<20km and shoreline 

Sawney 
Cove 

38°
00’ 

76°
02’ 

Protected-
Federal 

376; GBBG, 
HERG, LETE 

IBA; control severe erosion and habitat 
loss. some parts of the island losing up 
to 12 feet of shoreline per year 

Big Bay 
Marsh 

38°
04’ 

75°
17’ 

Unprotected-
Private 

858; BLSK, 
COTE, FOTE, 
GBBG, GBTE, 
HERG, LETE  IBA 

6 Chincoteague 
Bay 

1600; BLSK, 
COTE, FOTE, 
GBBG, GBTE, 
HERG, (former 
LETE, ROST) 

Nesting—14 sites (9 
active); Foraging—terns 
<10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; gulls 
<20km and shoreline 

Cedar 
Islands 

38°
02’ 

75°
16’ 

Protected-
Federal 

328; BLSK, 
COTE, FOTE, 
GBBG, HERG, 
ROST  IBA 

Skimmer 
Island 

38°
20’ 

75°
05’ 

Protected-
State 

2024; BLSK, 
COTE, GBBG, 
HERG, ROYT IBA; succession is a problem 

7 Assawoman 
and 
Sinepuxent 
Bays 

3700; BLSK, 
COTE, FOTE, 
GBBG, HERG, 
LETE, ROYT, 
(former LAGU, 
ROST) 

Nesting—16 sites (13 
active); Foraging—terns 
<10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; gulls 
<20km and shoreline 

Ocean City 
Inlet 

38°
17’ 

75°
05’ 

Protected-
Federal 742; LETE 

IBA; NPS allows camping during the 
breeding season; reduce increased 
human use of beaches at nearby 
Assateague S.P. and Assateague 
Island N.S.  so that it does not limit use 
of these areas by birds 

Priority site; active 1990s 

Ú Non priority site; active 1990s 
 Inactive site 1990s; last active    

1980s and/or 1970s 
 ●    Non-MD site; active 1990s 

 Habitat complex 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 
Associated Conservation 

Projects 
Project Numbers:  28, 29, 47, 52, 54, 

61 
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MarshDEfinal2 

* Number indicates number of blocks in which breeding was confirmed; does not indicate abundance.  AMBI, AMCO, and BLRA are listed as having   
   unconfirmed breeding locations throughout the state. 

Delaware Priority Inland Waterbird Habitats   
 

 

PRIORITY INLAND WATERBIRD HABITATS 

Species Occurrence* 

ID Complex Name C
O

M
O

 

C
LR

A
 

G
B

H
E 

G
R

H
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K
IR

A
 

LE
B

I 
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G

R
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R

A
 

TO
TA

L*
 

Approx % 
Protected Conservation Issues 

1 Chesapeake & 
Delaware Canal 2 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 6   

2 Bombay Hook NWR 4 7 1 1 2 1 2 1 19   

3 Prime Hook NWR 1 2 1 7 0 3 0 0 14   

4 Rehoboth & Indian 
River Bays 0 4 0 2 0 0 0 0 6   
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Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  52, 58, 59, 114 
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     WadDEfinal1 

Delaware Priority Coastal Wading Bird Habitats 
 

DE Wading Bird Summary 
 All 
 

Number of  
active colonies 10 
 

Number of  
wading birds 12,456 
 

% sites  
protected 10 
 

% sites  
publicly owned 20 
 

% sites  
privately owned 70 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID Name 
N Birds; 
Species Habitats 

Priority 
Sites 

1 

2 

3

4 

MD 

NJ 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  52, 54, 114 

Priority site; active 1990s 

 Ú Non priority site; active 1990s 
  Inactive site 1990s; last active    

1980s and/or 1970s 
 ●    Non-DE site; active 1990s 

 Habitat complex 

Lat Lon 
Status-
Owner 

N Birds; 
Species Conservation Actions 

Pea Patch 
Island  

39° 
35’ 

 75° 
 34’ Prot-State 

10996; BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, GBHE, 
LBHE, SNEG, 
TRHE, YCNH 

Hell’s Island 
39° 
26’ 

 75° 
40’ 

Unprot-
Private 38; GBHE 

1 Pea Patch 
Group 

11,000; BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, GBHE, 
LBHE, SNEG, 
TRHE, YCNH 

Nesting-4 sites (3 active 
sites); Foraging-10km 
(SNEG 1-2km); coastal 
and freshwater wetlands, 
tidal flats, marshes; 
CAEG 25km assoc w/ 
grazing livestock 

Blackbird 
State Forest 

39° 
19’ 

 75° 
 44’ Unprot-State 12; GBHE 

Continental IBA, largest heronry of mixed 
species on the East Coast; need to mediate 
impact of development,  contaminants.  
Reduce excessive disturbance of birds; 
remediate impact on water resources: raw 
sewage, pesticides, assess impact of 
excessive horseshoe crab harvesting 

2 Milton 200; GBHE Nesting-1 active site; 
Foraging-10km; coastal 
and freshwater wetlands, 
tidal flats, marshes Milton  

38° 
48’ 

 75° 
16’ 

Unprot-
Private 154; GBHE 

Middle Island 
38° 
37’ 

 75° 
 05’ 

Unkn-
Unknown 

1038; BCNH, 
CAEG, GREG, 
GRHE, GBHE, 
SNEG 

Little Reedy 
Island-D 

38° 
38’ 

 75° 
 05’ 

Unprot-
Private 12; TRHE 

Big Reedy 
Island-South 

38° 
38’ 

 75° 
 05’ 

Unprot-
Private 8; TRHE 

Little Reedy 
Island-B 

38° 
38’ 

3 Reedy 
Islands 

1100; BCNH, 
CAEG, GBHE, 
GREG, GRHE, 
SNEG, TRHE 

Nesting-5 active sites; 
Foraging-10km (SNEG 1-
2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal 
flats, marshes; CAEG 
25km assoc w/ grazing 
livestock 

 75° 
 05’ 

Unprot-
Private 4; TRHE 

Delaware Coastal Zone, Global IBA.  
Mediate impact of commercial development 
and potential threats: oil pollution/ spills, 
Toxic pollution, hurricane, global Warming, 
sea level rise 

Big Reedy 
Island-North 

38°  75° Unprot-
Private 38’  05’ 2; TRHE 

4 Cypress 
Swamp 

200; GBHE Nesting-1 active site; 
Foraging-10km; coastal 
and freshwater wetlands, 
tidal flats, marshes 

Cypress 
Swamp  

38°  75° Unprot-
Private 28’  19’ 192; GBHE 
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SeaDEfinal1 
 

Delaware Priority Coastal Seabird Habitats 
 

DE Seabird Summary 

 All Priority 
 

Number of  
active colonies 28 10 
 

Number of  
seabirds 17,078 16,482 
 

% sites  
protected 29 20 
 

% sites  
publicly owned 29 20 
 

% sites  
privately owned 71 80 

 

 Priority site; active 1990s 

 Ú Non priority site; active 1990s

  Inactive site 1990s; last active  
1980s and/or 1970s 

 ●    Non-DE site; active 1990s 

 Habitat complex 

1MD Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  13, 28, 29, 52, 54, 

114 

 
 
 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID Name 
N Birds; 
Species Habitats Site Name Lat Lon 

Status-
Owner 

N Birds; 
Species Conservation Actions 

Big Reedy Island-South
38°
38’ 

 75°
 05’ 

Unprotected-
Private 

5018; HERG, 
LAGU 

Elizabeth Island 
38°
38’ 

 75°
 04’ 

Unprotected-
Private 

4712; HERG, 
LAGU 

Big Bacon Island 
38°
38’ 

 75°
 05’ 

Unprotected-
Private 

1862; COTE, 
HERG, LAGU 

Little Reedy Island-D 
38°
38’ 

 75°
 05’ 

Unprotected-
Private 

1444; HERG, 
LAGU 

Big Reedy Island-North

1 Calf 
Island 
Group 

18,000; 
COTE, 
FOTE, 
GBBG, 
HERG, 
LAGU, 
LETE, 
(former 
BLSK) 

Nesting—19 
sites (14 active 
sites); 
Foraging—
terns <10km 
estuarine 
waters, 
marshes; gulls 
<20km and 
shoreline 

38°
38’ 

 75°
 05’ 

Unprotected-
Private 

1276; GBBG, 
HERG, LAGU 

Mallard Club Island 
38°
38’ 

 75°
 04’ 

Unprotected-
Private 

752; HERG, 
LAGU 

Gull Haven Island 
38°
38’ 

 75°
 04’ 

Protected-
State 

420; HERG, 
LAGU 

Bush Island 
38°
38’ 

 75°
 05’ 

Unprotected-
Private 

384; HERG, 
LAGU 

Delware Coastal Zone, Global IBA.  
Mediate major threats: housing 
development, assess impacts of excessive 
horseshoe crab harvesting; reduce local 
threats of excessive disturbance; work to 
remove impacts of raw sewage, 
overextraction; remediate water quality 
problems: pesticides and impact of 
commercial development; potential 
threats: oil pollution/spills, toxic pollution, 
hurricane, global warming, sea level rise 
 

332; LETE 
Del Seashore Sp- 
Haven Conquest 

38°  75° Protected-
State 38’  04’ 

282; LAGU 
38°  75° Unprotected-

Private Little Reedy Island-A 38’  05’ 
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MarshNJfinal2 
New Jersey Priority Inland Waterbird Habitats  
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2 

PA 

NY 

DE 

PRIORITY INLAND WATERBIRD HABITATS 
Species Occurrence*  

ID Complex Name A
M

B
I 

A
M

C
O

 
B

LR
A

 

C
LR

A
 

C
O

M
O

 

G
B

H
E 

K
IR

A
 

LE
B

I 

PB
G

R
 

VI
R

A
 

TO
TA

L 

Approx % 
Protected Conservation and Management 

1 North Warren County 1 0 0 ? ? 2 0 0 2 ? 5   

2 Quarryville Area 5 0 1 ? ? 6 3 11 5 ? 31   

3 Morris County Lakes 1 0 0 ? ? 0 0 3 1 ? 5   

4 Rartan Bay 0 1 0 ? ? 1 0 3 3 ? 8  
 
 

5 Tuckahoe 0 0 4 ? ? 0 0 3 0 ? 7   

6 Delaware Bay 0 0 8 ? ? 0 0 3 0 ? 11   

 

1 

4 

3 

6 

5 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  52, 58, 59 

* Number indicates number of points within area where breeding was confirmed; does not indicate abundance.  CLRA,  
  COMO, VIRA appear (breeding) in NJ in NAWCP Species Profiles. 
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         NJ Wadfinal1 

New Jersey Coastal Wading Bird Habitats 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

 

 

NJ Wading Bird Summary 
 All Priority
 

Priority site; active 1990s 

 Ú Non priority site; active 1990s 
  Inactive site 1990s; last active    

1980s and/or 1970s 
 ●    Non-NJ site; active 1990s 

 Habitat complex 

1 

2 

3 

BCR 28 

BCR 29 

HABITAT COMPLEX 

Number of  
colonies 63 10 
 

Number of 
wading birds 9,648 6,942 
 

% sites  
protected ? ? 
 

% sites 
 publicly owned 53 70 
 

% sites  
privately owned 2 0 

 
Associated Conservation 

Projects 
Project Numbers:  40, 41, 42, 52, 54, 

108 

PRIORITY SITES  
N Birds; 
Spp ID Name Habitats Priority Sites Lat 

Status-
Owner 

N Birds;  
Species Lon Conservation Actions 

  

Elder Island-H 
39° 
26’ 

74° 
20’ 

Unknown-
Federal 

412;  BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG, TRHE 

1 Atlantic County 
Coast 

Beach Thorofare 
39° 
19’ 

74° 
31’ 

Unknown-
State 

392;  BCNH, 
GLIB, GREG, 
LBHE, SNEG, 
TRHE, YCNH 

  

2332;  BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG, TRHE, 
YCNH 

Nesting--45 sites 
(28 active) 

  392;  BCNH, 
GLIB, GREG, 
LBHE, SNEG, 
TRHE, YCNH 

39° 74° Unknown-
State Wading Thorofare-H 25’ 24’ 

Cowpens Island-H 
39° 
17’ 

74° 
35’ 

Unknown-
Town 

946;  BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG, TRHE, 
YCNH 

  2 Ludlam Bay 
Group 

Townsends Inlet-H 
39° 
08’ 

74° 
43’ 

Unknown-
State 

900;  BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG, TRHE, 
YCNH 

  

3418; BCNH,  
CAEG,  
GLIB,  
GREG, 
LBHE, 
SNEG, 
TRHE, 
YCNH 

Nesting—10 
sites (5 active) 

1388;  BCNH, 
GLIB, GREG, 
LBHE, SNEG, 
TRHE 

  

39° 74° Unknown-
State North Channel-H 07’ 43’ 

1404;  BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG, TRHE, 
YCNH 

  

Stone Harbor Point-H 
39° 
02’ 

74° 
46’ 

Unknown-
Town 

3 Great Sound 
Group 

1778; BCNH, 
CAEG, 
GLIB, 
GREG, 
LBHE, 
SNEG, 
TRHE, 
YCNH 

Nesting—15 
sites (8 active) 

  194;  GLIB, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG 

39° 74° Unknown-
Unknown Ottens Basin 00’ 48’ 
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        SeaNJfinal1 New Jersey Priority Coastal Seabird Habitats  
 NJ Seabird Summary 
 

 

 All Priority 
 

Number of  
colonies 209 10 
 

Number of  
seabirds 107,637 55,548 
 

% sites  
protected Unknown Unknown
 

% sites  
publicly owned 58 90 
 

% sites  
privately owned 1 10 

      Priority site; active 1990s 
      Non priority site; active 1990s 
   Inactive site 1990s;  
        last active 1980s and/or 1970s 
     Non-NJ site; active 1990s 
          Habitat complex 

Note: The habitat complex table and the map only include 
colonies of >100 adult birds.   

1 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  13, 28, 29, 40, 41, 

42, 52, 54, 108 
2 

3 

4 

 HABITAT COMPLEX  PRIORITY SITES (by greatest population) 
Status –  N Birds;  

ID Name N Birds; Spp Habitats Priority Sites Lat Lon Owner Spp Conservation Actions 
 1 Little Egg Har 13,000; BLSK, 

COTE, FOTE, 
HERG, LAGU, 
LETE 

Nesting-29 sites (17 
active); 

39° 74° Unknown-  1920; GBBG,  
    33’  16’ State HERG Barrel Island-H 

Egg Island 
39° 
  28’ 

74° 
 21’ 

Unknown-
Unknown 

8830; BLSK, 
COTE, FOTE, 
HERG,  
LAGU   

 2 Great Bay Gro23,000; BLSK, 
CATE, COTE, 
FOTE, HERG, 
LAGU (Former 
GBTE. LETE) 

Nesting-29 sites (19 
active); 

39° 74° Unknown- 3350; FOTE,  
  Great Thorofare   28’  20’ Federal LAGU 

 3 Great Egg 
Harbor  

8,600; BLSK, 
COTE, FOTE, 
HERG, LAGU 
(Former LETE) 

Nesting-22 sites (15 
active); 

Group 39° 74° Unknown- 2300; FOTE,  
    21’  30’ County HERG, LAGU Whirpool Island 

4730; FOTE,  
Old Man’s Creek 
Meadow 

39°
  05’ 

74°
 45’ 

Unknown-  
State 

GBBG, HERG, 
LAGU   

 4 Cape May 
Wetlands  

Muddy Hole Island 
39°

  04’
74°

 46’ 
Unknown-  
State 

5230; HERG, 
 LAGU   

43,000; BLSK, 
COTE, FOTE, 
GBBG, HERG, 
LAGU, LETE 

Nesting-31 sites (23 
active); 

Group 

39° 74° Unknown-  2420;  FOTE, 
White Island   03’  47’ State HERG, LAGU   

19520;  FOTE,
39° 74° Unknown- GBBG, HERG, 

  Ring Island   03’  47’ State LAGU 

39° 74° Unknown-  2470;  GBBG, 
  Great Flat   02’  47’ State HERG, LAGU

38° 74° Unknown-  4870;  FOTE, 
  58’  51’ State HERG, LAGU Old Turtle Creek   
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                 MarshNY – ADKfinal2  

* Number indicates number of blocks in which breeding was either confirmed or considered probable; does not indicate abundance.   
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New York Priority Inland Waterbird Habitats – Adirondack 
Ontario BCR 13 

1 

7

6

5 4

3

2 

8

PRIORITY INLAND WATERBIRD HABITATS 

Species Occurrence* 

ID Complex Name A
M

B
I 

C
O

LO
 

C
O

M
O

 

G
B

H
E 

G
R

H
E 

LE
B

I 

PB
G

R
 

SO
R

A
 

VI
R

A
 

TO
TA

L 

Approx % 
Protected Conservation Issues 

1 Happy Valley Area 3 1 0 3 6 1 0 1 1 16   
2 Ferd/Stillwater/Moose Area 12 61 1 32 0 0 2 0 0 108   
3 Piseco Area 0 14 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 16   
4 Four Bros/Ticonderoga Area 2 11 0 16 5 1 0 0 2 37   
5 Adirondack High Peaks 0 13 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 14   
6 Spring Pond/Massawepee Area 2 32 0 8 0 0 3 1 1 47   
7 Fish Creek Pond Area 4 9 0 3 0 0 1 1 1 19   
8 Meecham Lake Area 1 10 0 4 0 0 0 0 1 16   

AMBI#Y

COLO$

COMO#0

GBHE%U

GRHE#

LEBI%[

PBGR&\

SORA#S

VIRA%U

Priority Habitats

Counties
Waterbodies

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  96, 97, 98, 99, 

100, 101, 102, 118, 119, 120, 122 
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Marsh NY – LIfinal2 

                     * Number indicates number of blocks in which breeding was either confirmed or considered probable; does not indicate abundance.   
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New York Priority Inland Waterbird Habitats – Long Island 

NJ 

6

4 

5

3 

PRIORITY INLAND WATERBIRD HABITATS 
Species Occurrence*  

ID Complex Name B
LR

A
 

C
LR

A
 

C
O

M
O

 

K
IR

A
 

G
R

H
E 

LE
B

I 

PB
G

R
 

SO
R

A
 

VI
R

A
 

TO
TA

L 

Approx % 
Protected Conservation Issues 

1 Grassy Sprain Reservoir 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 4   
2 Westchester Coast 0 2 0 1 2 1 1 0 1 8   
3 Harbor Herons Complex 0 5 1 0 2 0 0 0 1 9   
4 Jamaica Bay 1 9 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 13   

5 
South Oyster Bay 

0 4 0 0 5 0 0 0 1 10 
  

6 Moriches Bay 0 4 0 0 5 0 0 0 1 10   

2 

BCR 29 

CT
BCR  
28 

%U VIRA
#S SORA
&\ PBGR
%[ LEBI
#· KIRA

Significant Coastal Habitats
Priority Habitats

# GRHE
%U GBHE
#0 COMO
#³ CLRA
% BLRA
Ú AMCO

Counties
 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  118, 119 
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WadNYfinal1 

New York Priority Coastal Wading Bird Habitats 

 

NY Wading Bird Summary 
 All Top Ten 
 

Number of  
active colonies 7 7 
 

Number of 
wading birds 4,136 4,136 
 

% sites  
protected Unknown Unknown
 

% sites  
publicly owned Unknown Unknown
 

% sites 
privately owned Unknown Unknown
 

   Priority site; active 1990s 
      Non priority site; active 1990s 
   Inactive site 1990s;  
       last active 1980s and/or 1970s 
     Non-NY site; active 1990s 

          Habitat complex 

6

5
1 

3 

2 

4 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  37, 38, 40, 41, 42, 

97, 98, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105 

 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID Name 
N Birds; 
Spp Habitats Priority Sites Lat Lon

Status-
Owner 

N Birds; 
Species Conservation Actions 

North & South 
Brother Islands 

40°
48’

73°
54’

Unkn-City 
/ Private 

1384; BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, SNEG 

IBA, commercial development, infrastructure 
development; Both islands are subject to potential 
development and should be set aside as protected 
natural areas 

1 Brother 
Islands Group 

1600; BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, SNEG, 
YCNH, (former 
GRHE, LBHE) 

Nesting-2 active sites; 
Foraging-10km (SNEG 
1-2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal
flats, marshes; CAEG 
25km assoc w/ grazing 
livestock Huckleberry 

Island  
40°
53’

73°
45’

Unkn-
Private 

206; BCNH, GLIB, 
GREG, GRHE, 
SNEG, YCNH 

IBA, cormorant droppings pose threat to tree nesting 
sites, commercial dev, recreational dev/ overuse 

Isle Of Meadows
40°
34’

74°
12’

Unkn-
NYCP&R

1662; BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG,YCNH 

IBA, pollution, comm. / resid. dev; high levels of heavy 
metals and DDT in unhatched GLIB eggs, reduces 
hatching rates; success of colonies requires ample 
foraging areas, many remain unprotected: major bridge 
expansion planned in wetlands of important foraging 
sites; protection of these sites and clean-up of 
contaminants in other foraging areas should be high 
priority; monitoring wading birds on islands and usage of 
nearby wetlands should continue 

Shooters Island 
40°
38’

74°
09’

Unkn- 
NYCP&R

726; BCNH, CAEG, 
GLIB, GREG, 
SNEG, YCNH 

  

Hoffman Island 
40°
34’

74°
03’

Unkn-
USNPS 

64; BCNH, GREG, 
SNEG, TRHE 

 In 2004, only successful colony of the group; 

2 Staten Island 2500; BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG, TRHE, 
YCNH 

Nesting-4 active sites; 
Foraging-10km (SNEG 
1-2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal
flats, marshes; CAEG 
25km assoc w/ grazing 
livestock 

Pralls Island  
40°
36’

74°
12’

Unkn- 
NYCP&R

52; BCNH, GLIB, 
YCNH 

  

3 Jamaica Bay ?; BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, SNEG 

Nesting-2 sites (1 active);
Foraging-10km (SNEG 
1-2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal
flats, marshes; CAEG 
25km assoc w/ grazing 
livestock Carnarsie Pol 

40°
38’

73°
52’

Unkn-
Mixed  

Recent nesting ?; IBA, commercial/ residential 
development, pollution, recreational development and 
overuse 

4 Cedar Island 
Group 

200; BCNH, 
GLIB, (former 
GREG, 
GRHE, LBHE, 
SNEG, TRHE) 

Nesting-5 sites (2 active);
Foraging-10km (SNEG 
1-2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal
flats, marshes 

Cedar Island  

  

40° 73° Unkn-
Unkn 38’ 21’ 80; BCNH 

5 Gardiners 
Group 

600; BCNH, 
GLIB, GREG, 
SNEG, (former 
LBHE) 

Nesting-2 active sites; 
Foraging-10km (SNEG 
1-2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal
flats, marshes 

IBA, residential & recreational dev and overuse; natural 
areas on island are largely undisturbed, potential for 
further dev and increased recreational use; site has been 
identified as priority for easements or acquisition in 1997 
NYS Open Space Plan 41° 72° Unkn-

Private 
490; BCNH, GLIB, 
GREG, SNEG Gardiners Island 05’ 06’

  6 Fishers Island 100; BCNH, 
GLIB, GREG, 
LBHE, SNEG, 
TRHE 

Nesting-2 sites (1 active);
Foraging-10km (SNEG 
1-2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal
flats, marshes 

Fishers Isl: 
South Dumpling 
Island 

120; BCNH, GLIB, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG, TRHE 

41° 72° Unkn-
Unkn 17’ 01’
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            SeaNYfinal1 

New York Priority Coastal Seabird Habitats 
 

NY Seabird Summary 
 All Top Ten 
 

Number of  
active colonies 32 10 
 

Number of  
seabirds 47,637 41,648 
 

% sites  
protected Unk Unk 
 

% sites  
publicly owned Unk Unk 
 

% sites  
privately owned Unk Unk 

 

 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID Name 
N Birds; 
Spp 

1 

2 

3 

4

5

Legend 
      Priority site; active 1990s 
      Non priority site; active 1990s 
   Inactive site 1990s;  
        last active 1980s and/or 1970s
     Non-NY site; active 1990s 
          Habitat complex 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  12, 13, 28, 29, 37, 

39, 40, 41, 42, 103, 122, 123 

Habitats Priority Sites Lat Lon 
Status-
Owner N Birds; Spp Conservation Actions 

Huckleberry Island 
40° 
53’ 

73° 
45’ Unkn-Unkn 

1980; DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG 

IBA, cormorant droppings killing suitable rookery sites, 
non-native flora/ fauna, commercial & recreational dev./ 
overuse; concern of non-native Norway maple may partly 
replace native hardwoods; potential that site could be used 
for recreational purposes disruptive to nesting activities; 
site included as priority in 1997-98 NY State Open Space 
Plan; monitoring colonial waterbirds should continue 

1 East Bay 
Group 

4560; 
DCCO, 
GBBG, 
HERG 

Nesting—3 active sites; 
Foraging—DCCO <5km 
inshore shallows; gulls 
<20km and shoreline 

N & S Brother 
Islands 

40° 
48’ 

73° 
54’ 

Unk-City/ 
Private 

2580; DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG IBA, commercial development, infrastructure development 

2 Arthur Kill 
Group 

1500; 
DCCO, 
GBBG, 
HERG 

Nesting—3 active sites; 
Foraging—DCCO <5km 
inshore shallows; gulls 
<20km and shoreline Shooters Island 

40° 
38’ 

74° 
09’ Unkn-Unkn 

1080; DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG   

Breezy Point 
40° 
33’ 

73° 
55’  

6720; BLSK; 
COTE; LETE; 
ROST  

Jo Co Marsh 
40° 
37’ 

73° 
47’ Unkn-Mixed

10050; COTE, 
FOTE, LAGU 

IBA, commercial / residential development, pollution, 
recreational development and overuse 

Canarsie Pol 
40° 
37’ 

73° 
52’ Unk-Unk 

2400; GBBG, 
HERG   

Ruffle Bar 
40° 
36’ 

73° 
51’ Unk-Unk 

1360; GBBG, 
HERG   

Silver Hole Marsh 
40° 
36’ 

73° 
  48’ Unk-Unk 

1390; COTE, 
LAGU   

3 Jamaica 
Bay Group 
  

24,100; 
BLSK; 
COTE, 
FOTE, 
GBBG, 
HERG, 
LAGU, 
LETE, 
ROST 

Nesting—8 active sites; 
Foraging—terns <10km 
estuarine waters, 
marshes; gulls <20km 
and shoreline 

East High Meadow 
40° 

Dev of open space in complex most critical issue; incl 230-
acres on shore of bay & 302-acre site along beaches of the 
Rockaway Peninsula hosting breeding Piping Plovers also 
being considered for dev; pollution ongoing problem; 
sewage, storm drain outflow, contaminated sediments 
ongoing issues; swimming and shellfish fishing are 
prohibited, health advisories warn against fish 
consumption; portions of complex owned and managed by 
NPS  

73° 1100; COTE, 
LAGU 37’   48’ Unk-Unk 

4 Gardiners 
Island 
Group 

10000; 
BLSK, 
COTE, 
DCCO, 
GBBG, 
HERG, 
LETE, 
(ROST) 

Nesting—5 sites (3 
active); Foraging—
DCCO <5km inshore 
shallows; terns <10km 
estuarine waters, 
marshes; gulls <20km 
and shoreline 

IBA, potential for further residential development and 
increased recreational use of island; site identified as a 
priority for easements or acquisition in the 1997 NYS Open 
Space Plan; residential / recreational development and 
overuse 

 
9200; BLSK, 
COTE, DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG, 
LETE, ROST 

41° 72° Unkn-
Private 05’ 06’ Gardiners Island 

5 Plum 
Island 
Group 

27,900; 
COTE, 
DCCO, 
GBBG, 
HERG, 
ROST 

Nesting—3 active sites; 
Foraging—DCCO <5km 
inshore shallows; terns 
<10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; gulls 
<20km and shoreline 

Unkn-    
Amer ican 
Mus of Nat 
History 

IBA, oil spills are potential threat; area hosts long-term 
project studying demography & life history of terns; well-
managed by staff of Amer Mus of Nat Hist 

41° 72° 18920; COTE, 
ROST 12’ 07’ Great Gull Island 
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 * Number indicates number of blocks in which breeding was either confirmed or considered probable; does not indicate abundance.   
 

 
Connecticut Priority Inland Waterbird Habitats 
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 PRIORITY INLAND WATERBIRD HABITATS 
Species Occurrence*  

ID Complex Name A
M

B
I 

C
LR

A
 

C
O

LO
 

C
O

M
O

 

K
IR

A
 

LE
B

I 

PB
G

R
 

SO
R

A
 

VI
R

A
 

TO
TA

L Approx % 
of Area 

Protected Conservation Actions 

1 Western State 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 3   
Redo the CT Breeding Bird Atlas; eastern CT not correctly 
represented. 

2 Middletown - CT River 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 2 4     

3 Lords Cove 0 2 0 0 2 2 0 1 0 7     

4 Housatonic 2 0 0 1 0 1 2 1 6 13     

5 Barkhamsted 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 6     

6 Hartford 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 3 7     

7 New Haven 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 4     

8 Bantam 2 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 5 10     

9 Pomperaug 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 3 9     

10 Natchaug 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 4     

11 Coastal Stamford 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3     

12 Wheeler Marsh 0 2 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 4  

Introduced animals (cats, Mute Swans), predators, pollution, 
habitat conversion (succession on barrier beach, invasive or 
non-native plants), disturbance to birds or habitat (by 
recreational beach-goers and domestic animals), hydrologic 
changes (rising sea level), development on adjacent land 

Counties
Habitat Complex

Major Waterways

%U GBHE

#Y AMBI
#³ CLRA
$ COLO

#0 COMO

#· KIRA
%[ LEBI

&\ PBGR
#S SORA
%U VIRA

 

NY

MA

12 Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  34, 35, 112, 119, 

129 
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Connecticut Priority Coastal Wading Bird Habitats  
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CT Wading Bird Summary
 All 
 

Number of  
active colonies 7 
 

Number of  
wading birds 1,156 
 

% sites  
protected 50 
 

% sites publicly 
owned 50 
 

% sites privately 
owned 33  

 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID Name 
N Birds; 
Species Habitats Site Name Lat Lon

Status-
Owner 

N Birds; 
Species Conservation Actions 

1 Great 
Captain's 

400; BCNH, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG 

Nesting-1 active site; 
Foraging- 10km 
(SNEG 1-2km); coastal 
and freshwater 
wetlands, tidal flats, 
marshes 

Great 
Captain’s 
Island 

40°
59’ 

73°
 37’ 

Protected-
Town 

415; BCNH, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG  

Make secure; Reduce human 
disturbance 

Cockenoe 
Island 

41°
05’ 

73°
21’ 

Unknown-
Town 

87; BCNH, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG 

Reduce recreation pressure on heron 
colony; Control invasive species 

2 Norwalk 100; BCNH, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG, (former 
CAEG, GLIB, 
YCNH) 

Nesting-3 sites (1 
active); Foraging-10km 
(SNEG 1-2km); coastal 
and freshwater 
wetlands, tidal flats, 
marshes 

Chimon 
Island 

41°
01’ 

73°
23’ 

Protected-
Federal 

0; (former 
CAEG, 
GLIB,YCNH, 
BCNH,GREG, 
LBHE, SNEG) 

Historic wading bird colony, but have 
vacated due to predation; Recolonization 
possible 

3 Milford 400; BCNH, 
GREG, GLIB, 
SNEG,YCNH 

Nesting-1 site (1 
active); Foraging-10km 
(SNEG 1-2km); coastal 
and freshwater 
wetlands, tidal flats, 
marshes 

Charles 
Island 

41°
11’ 

73°
03’ 

Protected-
State 

384; BCNH, 
GREG, SNEG, 
GLIB, YCNH 

Reduce human disturbance; Minimize 
problems with raccoons and deer  

Menunke-
tesuck 

41°
15’ 

72°
28’ 

Protected-
USFWS ? ? 

Tuxis Island
41°
16’ 

72°
36’ 

Unknown-
Town of 
Madison 

154; BCNH, 
GLIB, GREG, 
GRHE, SNEG  

Avoid/Reduce potential disturbance 
issues 

4 Menunke-
tesuck 

200; BCNH, 
GBHE, GLIB, 
GREG, 
SNEG,LBHE, 
YCNH 

Nesting-2 active sites; 
Foraging-10km (SNEG 
1-2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, 
tidal flats, marshes 

Duck Island
41°
15’ 

72°
28’ 

Protected-
State 

60; BCNH, 
GLIB, GREG, 
GRHE, 
SNEG,LBHE, 
YCNH Reduce human disturbance 

5 Ram Island 100; BCNH, 
GLIB, GREG, 
SNEG 

Nesting-1 active site; 
Foraging-10km (SNEG 
1-2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, 
tidal flats, marshes Ram Island 

41°
18’ 

71°
58’ 

Unknown-
Private 

56; BCNH, 
GLIB, GREG, 
SNEG Reduce potential development issues 

 

1 

2 

3 

4
5

      Priority site; active 1990s 
      Non priority site; active 1990s 
   Inactive site 1990s;  
        last active 1980s and/or 1970s 
     Non-CT site; active 1990s 
          Habitat complex 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  31, 32, 34, 37, 

38, 42, 112 
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Connecticut Priority Coastal Seabird Habitats  
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71°50' CT Seabird Summary 
 All Priority

Number of  
active colonies 47 10 

Number of 
seabirds 13,241 11,632
% sites  
 protected 26 40 

% sites  
publicly owned 26 40 

% sites  
privately owned 36 30  

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 5 6
7

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 
ID Name N Birds; 

Species 
Habitats Priority 

Sites 
Lat Lon Status-

Owner 
N Birds; 
Species 

Conservation Actions 

1 Calf Island 
Group 

500; COTE, 
DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG, LETE 

Nesting—5 active sites; 
Foraging—DCCO <5km 
inshore shallows; gulls 
<20km and shoreline 

Bowers Island
41° 
00’ 

73° 
38’ Unk-Unk 

252; DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG  

Cockenoe 
Island 

41° 
05’ 

73° 
21’ 

Town of 
Westport 18; GBBG, HERG

Reduce human recreation; manage impact of  
changes in tide and of island itself; control 
minor vegetation concerns; Recently (year?) 45 
LETE nesting 

East White 
Rock 

41° 
05’ 

73° 
23’ Unk-Unk 370; DCCO  

2 Cockenoe 
Group 

1900; COTE, 
DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG 

Nesting—13 sites (7 
active); Foraging—DCCO 
<5km inshore shallows; 
gulls <20km and shoreline 

Goose Island
41° 
04’ 

73° 
22’ Prot-Fed 

1220;GBBG, 
HERG 

Reduce human disturbance; reduce impact of 
rats; Recently (year?) 256 DCCO nesting 

3 Bridgeport 
Group (?) 

120; LETE Nesting—3? sites (2 
active); Foraging—LETE 
<10km estuarine waters, 
marshes 

Pleasure 
Beach ? ? 

Prot-Fed 
(marsh); Prot-
Town (beach) 

LETE, (former 
ROST) 

Reduce disturbance of human recreation; Help 
reduce impact of many development issues; 
Proposal to rebuild bridge/develop causeway; 
Piping Plovers have been found to nest here 

Andrew’s 
Island 

41° 
15’ 

72° 
46’ Unk-Priv 

246; GBBG, 
HERG  

Sandy Point 
41° 
16’ 

72° 
55’ Prot-Town 840; LETE 

Reduce human disturbance; manage impact of 
mammalian and gull predation; habitat 
washover – lack of storms creating too much 
vegetation; potential for erosion 

4 New Haven 
Group 

1600; COTE, 
DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG, LETE 

Nesting—20 sites (13 
active); Foraging—DCCO 
<5km inshore shallows; 
terns <10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; gulls 
<20km and shoreline 

Spectacle 
Island 

41° 
14’ 

72° 
48’ Unk-Priv 

224; DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG  

Falkner Island
41° 
13’ 

72° 
39’ Prot-Fed 

6800; COTE, 
ROST Control invasive species 

5 Falkner 
Island Group 

7500; COTE, 
DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG, LETE, 
ROST 

Nesting—6 sites (5 
active); Foraging—DCCO 
<5km inshore shallows; 
terns <10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; gulls 
<20km and shoreline Goose Island

41° 
16’ 

72° 
40’ Prot-Priv 

410; DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG Control erosion 

Long Ledge 
41° 
17’ 

72° 
13’ Unk-Unk 

108; GBBG, 
HERG 247; HEGU, GBBG, DCCO (recently in year?) 

Long Rock 
41° 
17’ 

72° 
13’ UnkUnk 

148; DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG 44; HEGU, GBBG, DCCO (recently in year?) 

Waterford 
Island 

41° 
19’ 

72° 
11’ Unk-Unk 

160; DCCO, 
GBBG  

6 Niantic Bay 
Group 

450; COTE, 
DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG 

Nesting—7 active sites; 
Foraging—DCCO <5km 
inshore shallows; terns 
<10km estuarine waters, 
marshes; gulls <20km and 
shoreline 

Wigwam 
Island 

41° 
19’ 

72° 
12’ Unk-Unk 4; COTE 4; COTE (recently in year?) 

Gates Rock 
41° 
18’ 

71° 
58’ Unk-Unk 

138; DCCO, 
GBBG  

Lyddy Rock 
41° 
12’ 

71° 
57’ Unk-Unk 54; GBBG, HERG  

7 Fishers 
Island Group 

530; COTE, 
DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG, (former 
ROST) 

Nesting—8 active sites; 
Foraging— gulls <20km 
and shoreline 

Ram Island 
41° 
18’ 

71° 
58’ Unk-Priv 

152; GBBG, 
HERG 

Reduce human disturbance; work to reduce 
impact of development 

      Priority site; active 1990s 
      Non priority site; active 1990s 
   Inactive site 1990s;  
        last active 1980s and/or 1970s 
     Non-CT site; active 1990s 
          Habitat complex 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  12, 13, 25, 26, 28, 

29, 33, 34, 36, 37, 39, 42 
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* Numbers given are number of confirmed, probable and possible breeding occurrences of a species within an area. 

  
 

 
 

PRIORITY INLAND WATERBIRD HABITATS  
Species Occurrence* 

ID Name A
M

B
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C
O

M
O

 

C
LR

A
 

G
B

H
E 

G
R

H
E 

K
IR

A
 

LE
B

I 

VI
R

A
 

SO
R

A
 

TO
TA

L 

Approx % 
Protected Conservation Issues 

1 Narragansett Bay 0 0 0 0 3 0 1 1 0 5 10 Former GBHE 
2 Pt Judith Pond - Block Is. Sound 0 0 1 0 2 0 1 0 1 5 20 Former COMO 
3 Belleville Pond 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 2 2 6 20 Former COMO/AMBI/GBHE 
4 Block Island 2 0 0 0 3 0 0 2 0 7 10 Former COMO; only AMBI in state 
5 Sakonnet River 0 0 1 0 2 0 1 3 1 8 10 Former GBHE/AMBI; Includes Mary C. Donovan 

Marsh 
6 Ninigret & Quonochontaug Ponds 0 0 1 0 3 2 1 1 0 8 20 Includes Ninigret NWR 
7 Barrington Group 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 5  
8 Blackstone River 0 0 0 0 3 0 1 2 2 8 30 Former AMBI 
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Rhode Island Priority Inland Waterbird Habitats 

1

2

3

4

5

6 

7

8

CT 

MA 

Towns
Priority Habitats
Ponds
Rivers

%U VIRA
#S SORA
%[ LEBI
# GRHE
%U GBHE
#· KIRA
#³ CLRA
#Y AMBI

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers: 119  
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Rhode Island Priority Coastal Wading Bird Habitats 
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RI Wading Bird 
Summary 

 All 
 

Number of  
active colonies  

5 
 

Number of 
wading birds 

1,348 
 

% sites  
protected 

100 
 

% sites  
publicly owned 

60 
 

% sites  
privately owned 

40 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID Name 
N Birds; 
Species Habitats Site Name Lat Lon 

Status-
Owner N Birds; Species Conservation Actions 

Big Gould Island 41◦33’ 71◦20’
Protected-
Federal 

Unknown; BCNH, 
GLIB  

Hope Island 41◦36’ 71◦22’
Protected-
State 

696; BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG Assess; manage 

Little Gould 
Island 41◦37’ 71◦13’

Protected-
Private 

430; BCNH, GLIB, 
GREG, GRHE, 
LBHE, SNEG Track habitat change w/ DCCO 

1 Narragansett 
Bay 

1300; 
BCNH, 
GLIB, 
GREG, 
GRHE, 
LBHE, 
SNEG, 
(occasional 
CAEG) 

Nesting-5 sites(3 
active); Foraging-
10km (SNEG 1-2km); 
coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, 
tidal flats, marshes; 
GRHE riparian zones, 
thick veg. marshes 

Rose Island 41◦30’ 71◦20’
Protected-
Private 

222; BCNH, GLIB, 
GREG, LBHE, 
SNEG Management guidance 

1

Priority site; active 1990s 

 Ú Non priority site; active 1990s 
  Inactive site 1990s; last active    

1980s and/or 1970s 
 ●    Non-RI site; active 1990s 

 Habitat complex 

CT 

MA 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  11, 42 
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Rhode Island Priority Coastal Seabird Habitats 
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RI Seabird Summary 
 All Priority
 
 

Number of  
active colonies 26 11 
 
 

Number of 
seabirds 14,106 13,570 
 
 

% sites 
protected Unknown 18 
 
 

% sites 
publicly owned 22 36 
 
 

% sites  
privately owned 17 27 

MA 

      Priority site; active 1990s 
      Non priority site; active 1990s 
   Inactive site 1990s;  
        last active 1980s and/or 1970s
     Non-RI site; active 1990s 
          Habitat complex 

1

4 

3

5 

2 

CT 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  11, 12, 13, 25, 26, 

28, 29, 42, 61 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID Name 
N Birds; 
Species Habitats Site Name Lat Lon 

Status-
Owner 

N Birds; 
Species Conservation Actions 

1 Bristol Co. 2200; COTE, 
DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG, LETE 

Nesting-3 active sites; 
Foraging- terns <10km 
estuarine waters, marshes; 
DCCO <5km inshore 
shallows; gulls <20km and 
shoreline 41◦37’ 71◦13’

Protected-
Private 

1980; DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG Owned by Audubon RI  

Little Gould 
Island 

41◦33’ 71◦20’
Unkown-
Federal 

2200; GBBG, 
HERG   Big Gould Island 

41◦36’ 71◦22’
Unkown-
State 

1220; DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG   Hope Island 

41◦35’ 71◦18’
Unkown-
State 

1070; COTE, 
GBBG, HERG   Dyer Island 

Wickford Harbor 41◦36’ 71◦26’
Unkown-
Unkn 330; COTE   

2 Hope Is. 
Group 

5100; COTE, 
DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG, LETE 

Nesting-9 sites (8 active); 
Foraging- terns <10km 
estuarine waters, marshes; 
DCCO <5km inshore 
shallows; gulls <20km and 
shoreline 

Little Gooseberry 
Island 41◦36’ 71◦22’

Unkown-
Unkn 

190; DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG   

Rose Island 41◦30’ 71◦20’
Protected-
Private 

950; GBBG, 
HERG 

Owned by Rhode Island Lighthouse 
Foundation 

3 South 
Narragansett 
Bay 

3200; COTE, 
DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG, LETE 
(former ROST) 

Nesting-7 sites (6 active); 
Foraging- terns <10km 
estuarine waters, marshes; 
DCCO <5km inshore 
shallows; gulls <20km and 
shoreline Unkown-

Unkn 
2120; DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG 41◦27’ ◦71 12’   Sakkonet Point 

4 Matunuck 320; COTE, 
LETE 

Nesting-4 sites (3 active); 
Foraging- terns <10km 
estuarine waters, marshes Unkown-

Federal 
Trustom Pond 
Beach ◦ ◦22’ 71 35’ 230; LETE   41

Quonochoutaug 
Barrier Beach 41◦20’ 71◦36’

Unkown-
Unkn  Nesting 1996-2004 (180; LETE) 

5 Misquamicut 3450; GBBG, 
HERG, LETE, 
(former COTE, 
ROST) 

Nesting-5 sites (3 active); 
Foraging- terns <10km 
estuarine waters, marshes; 
gulls <20km and shoreline Maschaug Pond 

& Sandy Point 
Unkown-
Private 

3260; GBBG, 
HERG 41◦ ◦19’ 71 53’   
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* Number indicates number of blocks in which breeding was either confirmed or considered probable; does not indicate abundance.   
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Massachusetts Priority Inland Waterbird Habitats 

7
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9

11

14

13
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2 3

10
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4

6
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15 

PRIORITY INLAND WATERBIRD HABITATS 
Species Occurrence* 

ID NAME A
M

B
I 

A
M

C
O

 

C
LR

A
 

C
O

M
O

 

C
O

LO
 

G
B

H
E 

G
R

H
E 

K
IR

A
 

LE
B

I 

PB
G

R
 

SO
R

A
 

VI
R

A
 

TO
TA

L 

Approx % 
Protected Conservation Issues 

1 Middle Berkshire 8 0 0 0 0 1 14 0 0 0 1 8 32   
2 SW Berkshire 2 0 2 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 2 14    
3 Springfield 1 0 1 0 0 0 6 0 0 3 0 3 14    
4 Bare Hill 3 0 0 0 0 1 5 0 0 0 2 3 14    
5 Sudbury 5 0 2 0 0 0 7 0 1 0 2 7 24     
6 E. Lake Nippenicket 3 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 0 1 2 10     
7 South Bristol 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 8    
8 Charles 2 0 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 1 4 15    
9 Wompatuck 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 3 9    

10 N Plymouth 1 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 2 6 19     
11 Danvers 2 0 1 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 2 2 11    
12 Ipswich-Parker 12 2 4 0 0 0 11 0 2 0 5 9 45    
13 Connecticut R. Wetland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5    
14 Nashua-Squannacook 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6    
15 Otis 2 0 0 0 0 3 5 0 0 0 0 1 11     

Counties
Priority Habitats
Major Ponds
Major Streams

%U VIRA
#S SORA
&\ PBGR
%[ LEBI
#· KIRA
# GRHE
%U GBHE
#0 COMO
$ COLO
#³ CLRA
ÊÚ AMCO
#Y AMBI

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  119 
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Massachusetts Priority Coastal Wading Bird Habitats 
 

 

MA Wading Bird Summary 
 All Priority
 

Number of  
active colonies 19 10 
 

Number of  
wading birds 4,503 4,268 
 

% sites  
protected 63 56 
 

% sites  
publicly owned 68 56 
 

% sites 
 privately owned 32 44 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID Name 
N Birds; 
Spp Habitats Priority Sites 

 Priority site; active 1990s 

 Ú Non priority site; active 1990s 
  Inactive site 1990s; last active    

1980s and/or 1970s 
 ●    Non-MA site; active 1990s 

 Habitat complex 

1

2

3 4

5

6

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  42 

Lat Lon
Status-
Owner 

N 
Birds Species Conservation Actions 

Kettle I. 
42° 
34’ 

70°
43’

Protected-
Private 594 

BCNH, GLIB, 
GREG, 
LBHE, SNEG 

 Reduce human disturbance 
(i.e. kayakers, boaters) 

1 North Shore 800; 
BCNH, 
CAEG, 
GLIB, 
GREG, 
LBHE, 
SNEG, 
(former 
TRHE) 

Nesting—6 sites (4 
active); Foraging—10km 
(SNEG 1-2km); coastal 
and freshwater wetlands, 
tidal flats, marshes; 
CAEG 25km assoc w/ 
grazing livestock 

Eagle I. 
42° 
32’ 

70°
49’

Unprotected- 
Town 214 

BCNH, 
CAEG, GLIB, 
SNEG IBA Site 

Middle Brewster I. 
42° 
20’ 

70°
52’

Protected-
State 586 

BCNH, GLIB, 
GREG, SNEG  Invasive species 

Sarah I. 
42° 
15’ 

70°
53’

Unprotected- 
Town 1392 

BCNH, 
GREG, SNEG 

Reduce human usage  
problem; control impacts of 
predators 

2 Boston 
Harbor 

2200; 
BCNH, 
GLIB, 
GREG, 
SNEG 

Nesting—8 sites (7 
active); Foraging—10km 
(SNEG 1-2km); coastal 
and freshwater wetlands, 
tidal flats, marshes 

Gallops I. 
42° 
19’ 

70°
56’

Protected-
State 76 BCNH  IBA Site 

3 Cotuit 200; 
BCNH, 
GREG, 
SNEG, 
(former 
LBHE) 

Nesting—1 active site; 
Foraging—10km (SNEG 
1-2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal 
flats, marshes Dead Neck-

Sampson’s I. 
41° 
37’ 

70°
25’

Protected-
Private 236 

BCNH, 
GREG, 
LBHE, SNEG 

  

4 Monomoy 500; 
BCNH, 
GLIB, 
SNEG 

Nesting—1 active site; 
Foraging—10km (SNEG 
1-2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal 
flats, marshes Monomoy-South 

41° 
36’ 

69°
59’

Protected-
Federal 542 

BCNH, GLIB, 
SNEG 

  

5 Nantucket 400; 
BCNH, 
GREG, 
SNEG 

Nesting—4 sites (2 
active); Foraging—10km 
(SNEG 1-2km); coastal 
and freshwater wetlands, 
tidal flats, marshes Coskata-Coatue 

41° 

  

70° Protected-
Private 19’ 03’ 282 

BCNH, 
GREG, SNEG 

Nomans Land  
41° 
15’ 

70°
40’

Protected-
Federal 176 BCNH, SNEG 

  6 Martha's 
Vineyard 

500; 
BCNH, 
SNEG 

Nesting—6 sites (2 
active); Foraging—10km 
(SNEG 1-2km); coastal 
and freshwater wetlands, 
tidal flats, marshes 

  
41° 70° Protected-

Private Cape Poge Elbow 24’ 28’ 170 BCNH, SNEG 
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Massachusetts Priority Coastal Seabird Habitats  
 

MA Seabird Summary 

 All Top Ten 
 

Number of  
active colonies 135 10 
 

Number of 
 seabirds 116,071 68, 616 
 

% sites  
protected 36 70 
 

% sites  
publicly owned 44 80 
 

% sites  
privately owned 50 20 

 

 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID Name 
N Birds; 
Species Habitats 

1 

2 

3

4 

5

7 

6 

      Priority site; active 1990s 
      Non priority site; active 1990s 
   Inactive site 1990s;  
        last active 1980s and/or 1970s
     Non-MA site; active 1990s 
          Habitat complex 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  12, 13, 25, 26, 28, 

29, 42, 61 

 

Site Name Lat Lon
Status-
Owner 

N Birds; 
Species Conservation Actions 

1 Gloucester 3900; DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG  

Nesting—4 sites (2 
active); Foraging—gulls 
<20km and shoreline Thacher I. 

42° 
38’ 

70° 
35’ Protected-Fed 

3820; GBBG, 
HERG    

2 Plymouth 10,300; ARTE, 
COTE, DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG, 
LAGU, LETE, 
ROST 

Nesting—4 sites (3 
active); Foraging—gulls 
<20km and shoreline; 
terns <10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; 

Plymouth 
Beach 

41° 
58’ 

70° 
39’ 

Unprotected-
Town 
Priv 

10090; ARTE, 
COTE, GBBG, 
HERG, LAGU, 
LETE, ROST 

IBA Site; reduce human disturbance; mediate 
impacts of recreational development & 
overuse; control mammalian predators; 
recently only LETE and ARTE nesting (2003) 

Monomoy-
South 

41° 
36’ 

  69° 
59’ Protected-Fed 

22000; COTE, 
GBBG, HERG, 
LETE 

Reduce human disturbance; control impacts of 
predators 

Nauset-
Eastham 
(C.G. Beach)

41° 
49’ 

69° 
56’ Protected-Fed 

4220; ARTE, 
BLSK, COTE, 
LAGU, LETE, 
ROST     

Nauset-"New 
Island" 

41° 
49’ 

69° 
56’ Protected-Priv 

3750; ARTE, 
BLSK, COTE, 
LAGU, ROST    

3 National 
Seashore 

34,200; ARTE, 
BLSK, COTE, 
DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG, LAGU, 
LETE, ROST 

Nesting—7 sites 
(5active); Foraging— 
terns <10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; gulls 
<20km and shoreline 

Monomoy-
North 

41° 
38’ 

69° 
58’ Protected-Fed 

3790; COTE, 
HERG, GBBG    

Bird I. 
41° 
40’ 

70° 
43’ 

Unprotected-
Town 

5700; COTE, 
GBBG, HERG, 
ROST   IBA Site 

4 Buzzards 
Bay 

9100; COTE, 
DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG, LHSP, 
LETE, ROST 

Nesting—13 sites (10 
active); Foraging—terns 
<10km estuarine waters, 
marshes; DCCO <5km 
inshore shallows; gulls 
<20km and shoreline 

Weepecket I.
41° 
31’ 

70° 
44’ Protected-Priv   Recent nesting? 

5 Nantucket 7,200; ARTE, 
COTE, GBBG, 
HERG, LETE 

Nesting—7 sites (5 
active); Foraging—gulls 
<20km and shoreline Muskeget I. 

41° 70° Unprotected-
Town 

3410; GBBG, 
HERG   20’ 18’ 

6 Sarah Island Recent nesting? Nesting -  

42° 70° 
Sarah Island   IBA Site; 272 DCCO, HERG, GBBG in 1994 15’ 53’ 

7 Noman’s 
Island 

3130; DCCO, 
HERG, GBBG 

 
Noman’s 
Island 

41° 70° 3130; DCCO, 
HERG, GBBG  15’ 49’  
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NH

Vermont Priority Inland Waterbird Habitats 
 
 

ÊÚ AMCO
AMBI#Y

BLTE#/
COLO$
COMO#0
GBHE%U
GRHE#
LEBI%[
PBGR&\
SORA#S
VIRA%U
Priority Habitats

Counties
Wetlands

Towns

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers: 

PRIORITY INLAND WATERBIRD HABITATS 
Species Occurrence* 

ID Complex Name A
M

B
I 

A
M

C
O

 

B
LT

E 

C
O

LO
 

C
O

M
O

 

G
B

H
E 

G
R

H
E 

LE
B

I 

PB
G

R
 

SO
R

A
 

VI
R

A
 

TO
TA

L 

Status-
Owner Conservation and Management 

1 Berlin 
1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 3 7 

Protected-
Municipal 

Audubon IBA; reduce recreational use and impact from 
development; control  invasive species; former SORA and BLTE 
breeding location 

2 Herrick’s Cove & 
Upper Meadows 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 2 7 

Partially 
Protected- 
Private 

Audubon IBA; control invasive species, remediate water pollution 
impacts, reduce impacts of human disturbance from recreational 
overuse, development, hydrologic change; former PBGR 
breeding location 

3 West Rutland 
Wetlands 3 ? 0 0 3 1 3 2 0 3 3 18 

Unknown-
State/ 
Private 

Control invasive species, pollution, habitat conversion, 
development, disturbance to birds or habitat, noise pollution; 
former AMCO breeding location 

4 Memphremagog 
1 1 4 0 1 1 1 1 5 1 4 20 

Protected-
State 

Audubon IBA; control invasive species, urban and agricultural 
pollution, human disturbance; 1 GREG confirmed nesting in 2004 

5 Nulhegan & 
Victory Basins 

0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 

Partially 
Protected-
State/ 
Federal/ 
Private 

Audubon IBA, timber extraction, development, invasive/ non-
native species, recreational snowmobiles; former GBHE, AMBI, 
COMO, and CLRA breeding location 
 

 
* Numbers represent number of blocks in which breeding was either confirmed or considered probable; does not indicate abundance.   
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New Hampshire Priority Inland Waterbird Habitats 
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QC 

PRIORITY INLAND WATERBIRD HABITATS 
Species Occurrence* 

ID Name  A
M

B
I 

 C
O

LO
 

 C
O

M
O

 

 G
B

H
E 

 G
R

H
E 

 L
EB

I 

 P
B

G
R

 

 S
O

R
A

 

 V
IR

A
 

TO
TA

L 

% Protected-
Owner Conservation Issues 

1 Connecticut Lakes 0 18 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 21 100-s(e)p Boat traffic? 
2 Umbagog/Androscoggin 1 27 2 11 0 0 2 1 2 46 50-fs Water levels, boat traffic 
3 Pondicherry Refuge 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 7 100-f  
4 Middle CT River 0 0 1 1 0 0 2 0 3 7 25-sp Invasives? 
5 Conway Lake 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0-u Boat traffic, shoreline development 
6 Winnipesaukee Region 0 51 0 12 2 0 1 0 0 66 0-u Boat traffic, shoreline development 
7 West Central Wetlands 2 0 0 6 0 1 3 0 4 16 50-s Habitat management 
8 Upper Merrimack River 0 0 1 3 0 0 2 1 0 7 25-sp Invasives?, habitat management 
9 Rochester Wetlands 2 0 0 2 1 0 1 0 0 6 0-u Development, habitat management 

10 Great Bay Wetlands 0 0 4 4 0 2 3 4 4 21 50-fsp Invasives, habitat management 
11 Eel Pond 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 4 0-u Invasives 
12 Lake Massabesic 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 50-m (public water supply) 
13 South Central Wetlands (East) 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 4 50-fsmp Habitat management 
14 South Central Wetlands (West) 1 0 0 3 0 0 1 1 0 6 50-fsmp Water levels 
15 Ashuelot Wetlands 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 3 <10-f  

Key to Owner Information: f=federal, s= state, m=municipal (town, city, or agent thereof), p=private conservation org, (e)=easement 
overseen by preceding entity, u=unknown 
 
*Notes: Numbers represent number of confirmed breeding occurrences found within each habitat.   AMBI, GRHE and VIRA are 
widespread throughout the state but largely absent from the White Mountains.  AMBI is also absent near the Atlantic coast.  KIRA and 
BLTE were historically breeding in New Hampshire but no current record exists.  GBHE map points show only colonies with >24 nests.  
COLO map points show only locations with >5 breeding pairs.

Counties

AMBI#Y
COLO$
COMO#0
GBHE%U
GRHE#

LEBI%[
PBGR&\
SORA(X
VIRA %U
Priority Habitats

Water/Wetland

MA 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:   
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New Hampshire Priority Coastal Seabird Habitats 
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NH Seabird Summary 

 All 
 

Number of  
active colonies  6  
 

Number of  
seabirds 6352 
 

% sites  
protected 50 
 

% sites  
publicly owned 50 
 

% sites  
privately owned 50 

 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID Name N Birds; Spp 

Priority site; active 1990s 
  Inactive mid 1990s; not active 

as of 2004 
 ●    Non-NH site; active 1990s 

 Habitat complex 

  

ME 

1 

 
  

MA 

  

NH 
Associated Conservation 

Projects 
Project Numbers:  13, 25, 26, 28, 29, 

61, 62 

2

3 

Habitats Site Name Lat Long
Status-
Owner 

N Birds; 
Species Conservation Actions 

1 Great 
Bay 

24; COTE Nesting—2 sites (1active); 
Foraging— terns <10km 
estuarine waters, marshes Hen Island 

43◦ 

07’ 
70◦ 

51’ 
Protected-
Town 24; COTE 

Risk of predators (raccoon, 
Great Horned Owl) 

Star Island 42◦59’ 70◦37’
Unprotected-
Private  

344; GBBG, 
HERG Human activity; limited access

Lunging Island 42◦59’ 70◦38’
Unprotected-
Private 

484; DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG None; no access 

2 Isle of 
Shoals 
Group 

6298; GBBG, 
HERG, 
DCCO, ROST, 
COTE, ARTE 

Square Rock 42◦59’ 70◦38’
Unprotected-
Private 56; HERG None; no access 

Nesting—5  sites (4 
active); Foraging—gulls 
<20km and shoreline; 
terns <10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; DCCO 
<5km inshore shallows 

Ongoing tern restoration 
project started in 1997; 
Nesting by gulls actively 
discouraged here and on 
adjoining White Island; 50% 
protected 

Protected- 
State 

5414; ROST, 
COTE, ARTE ◦ ◦58’ 70 38’Seavey Island 42

3 Hampton 
Harbor 
Group 

30; COTE Nesting—1 active site; 
Foraging—terns <10km 
estuarine waters, marshes 

Limited tern monitoring, 
potential future land protection 
initiative; less than 10% 
protected 

Protected-
State/ Private◦ ◦55’ 70 49’ 30; COTE Hampton Salt Marsh 42
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Maine Priority Inland Waterbird Habitats 
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NB 

NH 

QC 

PRIORITY INLAND WATERBIRD HABITATS PRIORITY SITES 
Species Occurrence* 

ID 
Complex 
Name A

M
B

I 
A

M
C

O
 

B
LT

E 
C

O
LO

 
C

O
M

O
 

G
B

H
E 

G
R

H
E 

LE
B

I 
PB

G
R

 
SO

R
A

 
VI

R
A

 

TO
TA

L 

Conservation and Management Site Name Status-Owner 
Big Bog Unprotected-

private 
1 Greater 

Allagash Area 
14 0 1 24 0 8 0 0 4 0 1 52 Recreation, second home 

development, water level 
management Algalash Waterway Protected-federal 

2 Presque Isle 
Region 

0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 7 Intensive agriculture Christina Reservoir Unprotected-
private 

Brownfield Protected-state 
Messalonskee Partly protected-

state/private 
St. Albans Protected-state 

3 Central/Mid-
coast Maine 

35 1 7 63 5 45 14 7 18 13 22 230 Shoreline development, recreation 

Carlton Bog Protected-federal 
4 Rangley 

Region 
3 0 0 10 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 18 Water level management, recreation, 

development 
Rangeley Lake Partly protected-

state/private 
5 Upper St. Croix 8 0 2 12 0 2 1 0 4 1 1 62 Mostly refuge lands Grand lake 

Complex 
Unprotected-
private 

6 Moosehead 
Lake Region 

3 0 0 8 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 21 Recreation, second home 
development, water level 
management 

Moosehead Lake Unprotected-
private & protected-
state 

* AMBI, AMCO, BLTE, COLO, GBHE and GRHE include confirmed breeding occurrences only.  COMO, LEBI, PBGR, SORA, and VIRA include both 
confirmed and probable breeding occurrences. 

Counties
Priority Habitats
Wetlands
VIRA%U
SORA(X
PBGR&\
LEBI%[
GRHE#

%U GBHE 
COMO#0

COLO$
% BLTE

AMCOÊÚ
AMBI#Y

 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  22, 23, 24, 90, 96, 

97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102 
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ME Wading Bird Summary 
 All Priority
 

Number of  
active colonies 21 10 
 

Number of  
wading birds 2,064 1,796 
 

% sites  
protected 38 50 
 

% sites  
publicly owned 24 20 
 

% sites  
privately owned 71 80 

1

5 

4 

2

3

6 
Associated Conservation 

Projects 

8 

7 Project Numbers:  21, 22, 97, 98, 

100, 101, 102, 109 Priority site; active 1990s 

 Ú Non priority site; active 1990s 
  Inactive site 1990s; last active    

1980s and/or 1970s 

 Habitat complex 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 
Status- 
Owner 

N Birds; 
Spp ID Name N Birds; Spp Habitats Site Name Lat Lon Conservation Actions 

1 Machias Bay 120; GBHE Nesting-3 sites (1 active); 
Foraging-10km; coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal 
flats, marshes 

120; GBHE 44° 67° Protected-
Private Stone Island Aquaculture, nesting eagles 36’ 22’

2 Pleasant 
Bay 

162; GBHE Nesting-6 sites (2 active); 
Foraging-10km; coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal 
flats, marshes   

160; GBHE 44° 67° Unprotected
-Private Trafton Island 29’ 50’ Needs inventory 

3 Frenchman 
Bay 

130; GBHE Nesting-6 sites (3 active); 
Foraging-10km; coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal 
flats, marshes 

90; GBHE Burying 
Island 

44° 68° Unprotected
-Private 33’ 16’ Eagle predation 

4 Mussel 
Ridge 

71; GBHE, 
SNEG 

Nesting-4 sites (2 active); 
Foraging-10km (SNEG 1-
2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal 
flats, marshes 

Graffam 
Island 

43° 69° Unprotected
- Private 70; GBHE Needs inventory 59’ 05’

5 Muscongus 
Bay 

420; GBHE, 
BCNH 

Nesting-6 active sites; 
Foraging-10km; coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal 
flats, marshes 

43° 69° Protected- 
State Wreck Island 54’ 24’ 300; GBHE Needs inventory 

268; BCNH, 
GBHE, 
SNEG Mark Island 

43°
43’

69°
54’

Protected- 
State Needs inventory 

6 Casco Bay 

Little 
Whaleboat 
Island 

43°
46’

70°
03’

Unprotected
-Private 160; GBHE Needs inventory 

616; BCNH, 
GBHE, GLIB, 
SNEG 

Nesting-10 sites (4 active); 
Foraging-10km (SNEG 1-
2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal 
flats, marshes 

43° 70° Unknown- 
Private 

128; BCNH, 
GLIB, SNEG

Needs inventory; Needs foraging and contaminants 
studies 38’ 11’Ram Island 

7 Saco Bay 429; BCNH, 
GLIB, GBHE, 
LBHE, SNEG,
TRHE 
(Former 
CAEG,GBHE)

429; BCNH,

 

 

Nesting-3 sites (1 active); 
Foraging-10km (SNEG 1-
2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal 
flats, marshes; CAEG 25 
km associated w/ grazing 
livestock 

CAEG, 
GLIB, 
GREG, 
LBHE, 
SNEG, 
TRHE 

Gull predation, human disturbance, education 
opportunities, support for ongoing contaminant 
studies; CAEG last nested in 1992. 

Stratton 
Island 

43° 70° Protected-
Private 30’ 18’

8 Isles of 
Shoals 

71; BCNH, 
GLIB, LBHE, 
SNEG 

Nesting-1 active site; 
Foraging-10km (SNEG 1-
2km); coastal and 
freshwater wetlands, tidal 
flats, marshes 

71; BCNH, 
GLIB, LBHE, 
SNEG 

Appledore 
Island 

42° 70° Protected-
Private 59’ 37’ Needs inventory 

          Note: Eagle predation is an issue coast wide 
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ME Seabird Summary 
 All Priority 
 

Number of  
active colonies 286 12 
 

Number of  
seabirds 179,068 60,583 
 

% sites 
protected 64 92 
 

% sites  
publicly owned 54 67 
 

% sites  
privately owned 40 33 
Note: Colonies addressed in this profile
only include colonies with >100 adult 
birds 

 

 
             

 

BCR14 

6

5
4

3

1 2 

8 

BCR30 7 

Priority site; active 1990s 

 Ú Non priority site; active 1990s 
  Inactive site 1990s; last active   

1980s and/or 1970s 

 Habitat complex 

Associated Conservation 
NH Projects 

Project Numbers:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 

8, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 25, 26, 

28, 29, 61, 62, 63, 75, 76, 88, 92, 109, 

110, 111 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 
Priority 
Sites 

Status-
Owner ID Name N Birds; Species Habitats Lat Lon N Birds; Species Conservation Actions 

Eastern Egg 
Rock 

43○ 

52’
69○ 

24’
Protected-
State 

4,432; ARTE, ATPU, 
BLGU, COTE, GBBG, 
HERG, LAGU, LHSP, 
ROST 

ID key foraging sites for terns; 
Laughing Gull management; develop 
management and support. 

1 Muscongus Bay 9,456; ARTE, ATPU, 
BLGU, COTE, DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG, LAGU, 
LHSP, ROST 

Nesting—24 sites (14 active); 
Foraging—gulls<20km and 
shoreline; terns<10km 
estuarine waters, marshes 

#; ARTE, COTE, 
ROST,BLGU, HERG, 
GBBG, LHSP, DCCO 

New restoration site bridging the gap 
between Muscongus and Penobscot 
Bay. 

○ ○6943 UnProtected-
Private 88’ 13’Metinic Island

5,134; ARTE, ATPU, 
BLGU, COTE, GBBG, 
HERG, LAGU, LHSP, 
RAZO 

ID key foraging sites/threats; MASH 
prospecting; Laughing Gull 
management; develop management 
and support. 

Matinicus 
Rock 

43○

47’
68○

52’
Protected- 
Federal 

2 Penobscot Bay 18,241; ARTE, ATPU, 
BLGU, COTE, DCCO, 
GBBG, GRCO, HERG, 
LAGU, LHSP, RAZO 

Nesting—8 sites (7 active); 
Foraging—gulls<20km and 
shoreline; terns<10km 
estuarine waters, marshes 

7,666; ARTE, ATPU, 
BLGU, COTE, DCCO, 
GBBG, GRCO, HERG, 
LHSP, RAZO, ROST 

ID key forgaging sites/threats; Actively 
managed and monitored; develop 
management and support. 

○ ○ 43 68 Protected-
Federal 

Seal  
53’ 45’Island  

Inventory of LHSP is of high priority for 
both Great and Little Duck islands; 
develop management and support. 

Great Duck 
Island 

44○ 

09’
68○ 

 15’ 
Protected-
State 

11,913; BLGU, GBBG, 
HERG. LHSP 

3 Duck Islands & 
Jericho Bay 

30,755; BLGU, COTE, 
DCCO, GBBG, GRCO, 
HERG, LHSP (Former 
ARTE) 

Nesting—12 active sites; 
Foraging—gulls<20km and 
shoreline; terns<10km 
estuarine waters, marshes ID key threats/ productivity  of LHSP 

for both islands; develop management 
and support. 

○ ○ 6844 Protected-
Private 

6,972; BLGU, DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG, LHSP 

Little Duck 
Island 10’ 15’

4 Petit Manan 
Group 

8,308; ARTE, ATPU, 
BLGU, COTE, DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG, LAGU, 
LHSP, RAZO, ROST 

Nesting—10 sites (6 active); 
Foraging—gulls<20km and 
shoreline; terns<10km 
estuarine waters, marshes 

5,388; ARTE, ATPU, 
BLGU, COTE, GBBG, 
HERG, LAGU, LHSP, 
RAZO 

More support for infrastructure; ID key 
foraging sites/ threats for nesting 
seabirds; develop management and 
support. 

○ ○ 44 67Petit Manan 
Island  

Protected-
Federal 22’ 51’

5 Pleasant Bay 11,240; DCCO, GBBG,
HERG, RAZO (Former 
ARTE, BLGU, COTE) 

Nesting—17 sites (9 active); 
Foraging—gulls<20km and 
shoreline; terns<10km 
estuarine waters, marshes 

○ ○ 6744 Unprotected-
Private 

3,466; BLGU, GBBG, 
HERG, LHSP 

Big Nash 
Island 28’ 40’ More support for infrastructure. 

6 Machias Bay 17,985; ARTE, BLGU, 
COTE, DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG RAZO (Former 
LAGU) 

Nesting—14 sites (9 active); 
Foraging—gulls<20km and 
shoreline; terns<10km 
estuarine waters, marshes 

○ ○ 6744 Protected-
State 

6,720; BLGU, GBBG, 
HERG, LHSP 

Aquaculture, needs inventory; develop 
management and support. 

Big Libby 
Island 35’ 22’

○ ○ 43 70Stratton 
Island 30’ 18’ 

Protected-
Private 

1,818; ARTE, BLGU, 
ROST, COTE, GBBG, 
HERG 

More support for management, 
research, education; develop 
management and support. 

7 Saco Bay 7,792; ARTE, BLGU, 
COTE, DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG, ROST (former 
LAGU, LHSP) 

Nesting— 9 sites (7 active); 
Foraging—gulls<20km and 
shoreline; terns<10km 
estuarine waters, marshes ○ ○ 43 70 Protected-

Private 
1,434; DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG Bluff Island 30’ 19’  

A new and burgeoning tern restoration 
site; restoration site for LHSP; foraging 
site info needed; develop management 
and support. 

8 Casco Bay 18,274; BLGU, COTE, 
DCCO, GBBG, HERG, 
ROST (former  ARTE, 
LAGU, LHSP)  

Nesting— 46 sites (25 active); 
Foraging—gulls<20km and 
shoreline; terns<10km 
estuarine waters, marshes 

1,230; BLGU, GBBG, 
HERG, ROST (former 
DCCO, LHSP) 

○ ○ 7043 Protected-
State 

Outer Green 
Island 39’ 07’

     Note: Increased inventory needed throughout  
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* Numbers indicate at least one confirmed or probable breeding occurrence and not total number of pairs.  For BCNH and GBHE, numbers represent number of breeding individuals. 
 

 

 
 

PRIORITY INLAND WATERBIRD HABITATS 
Species Occurrence* 

ID Complex Name A
M

B
I 

A
M

C
O

 

B
C
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B
LT
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O

M
O

 

G
B

H
E 

G
R

H
E 

LE
B

I 

PB
G

R
 

SO
R

A
 

VI
R

A
 

YE
A

R
 

TO
TA

L 

Approx % of 
Area  Protected Conservation and Management 

1 Grandfalls 5 0 0 0 0 76 1 0 0 4 1 0 87   

2 Minto  9 1 0 58 0 54 0 0 5 10 4 1 142   

3 Saint John  2 0 2 0 1 20 1 1 3 2 2 0 34   

4 Moncton  8 4 0 1 3 334 0 0 8 5 3 1 367   

5 Miramichi Bay  7 0 1244 0 0 588 0 0 5 5 2 0 1851   

6 Grand Manan 0 0 200 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 201   
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New Brunswick Priority Inland Waterbird Habitats

 

       
     
      
          
 
 
    
 

American Coot

Habitat complex

eCommon Moorhen 

Black-crowned Night-Heronr 

n Pied-billed Grebe 

m Least Bittern 

e Sora 

Virginia Rail 
Yellow Rail 

 Black Tern 

American Bittern

Great Blue Heron 

Green Heron

6 

5

4 

3

2

1 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  90, 96, 97, 98, 99, 

100, 101, 102 
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New Brunswick Priority Coastal Seabird Habitats 

 

 
 NB Seabird Summary 

 All Priority 
 

Number of  
active colonies 108 10 
 

Number of 
seabirds 162,000 117,778 
 

% sites  
protected Unk Unk 
 

% sites  
publicly owned Unk Unk 
 

% sites  
privately owned Unk Unk 

 

1 

4

5

3

2 
       Priority site; active 1990s 
      Non priority site; active 1990s

 Site active in 1980s and/or 
1970s; present activity 
unknown 

          Habitat complex 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID Name 
N Birds; 
Species Habitats Site Name Lat Lon

Status-
Owner N Birds; Species Conservation Actions 

Kent Island 
44◦ 

35’ 
66◦ 

45’ ? 
68,000; BLGU, GBBG, 
HERG, LHSP  

Machias Seal 
Island 

44◦ 

30’ 
67◦ 

06’ ? 

12,490; ARTE, ATPU, 
BLGU, COMU, COTE, 
LHSP, RAZO, ROST  

Yellow Ledge 
44◦ 

29’ 
67◦ 

51’ ? 540; COMU, RAZO  

1 Grand Manan 
Group 

95,400; ARTE, 
ATPU, BLGU, 
COMU, COTE, 
DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG, LHSP, 
RAZO, ROST  

Nesting-27 sites; Foraging- terns 
<10km estuarine waters, 
marshes; DCCO <5km inshore 
shallows; gulls <20km and 
shoreline 

Outer Wood 
Island 

44◦ 

36 
66◦ 

49’ ? 
2950; BLGU, GBBG, 
HERG   

Wolf Island 
44◦ 

56’ 
66◦ 

44’ ? 682; BLKI, GBBG, HERG  
2 Wolf Island 

Group 
4500; BLGU, 
BLKI, DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG, 
NOGA, RAZO 

Nesting- 16 sites; Foraging- terns 
<10km estuarine waters, 
marshes; DCCO <5km inshore 
shallows;  gulls <20km and 
shoreline 

Whitehorse 
Island 

44◦ 

58’ 
66◦ 

52’ ? 
182; BLGU, BLKI, DCCO, 
HERG, NOGA  

Tern Islands 
(1, 2, 3) 

46◦ 

46’ 
64◦ 

55’ ? 13800; COTE  

3 Kouchibouguac 15,000; COTE; 
GBBG 

Nesting- 4 sites; Foraging- terns 
<10km estuarine waters, 
marshes; gulls <20km and 
shoreline 

Hut Island 
46◦ 

50’ 
64◦ 

55’ ? 1100; COTE  
Tabusintac 
Bay, Lagoon 

47◦ 

19’ 
64◦ 

55’ ? 7000; COTE  
4 Tabusintac 19,200; COTE, 

GBBG, GBHE, 
HERG, RBGU 

Nesting- 9 sites; Foraging- terns 
<10km estuarine waters, 
marshes; gulls <20km and 
shoreline Tern Island 

47◦ 

19’ 
64◦ 

55’ ? 
7000; COTE, HERG, 
RBGU  

Fox (Dens) 
Beach 

47◦ 

54’ 
64◦ 

30’ ? 
3700; COTE, GBBG, 
HERG, RBGU  

5 Fox  9600; BCNH, 
COTE, DCCO, 
GBBG, GBHE, 
HERG, RBGU 

Nesting- 10 sites sites; Foraging- 
terns <10km estuarine waters, 
marshes; DCCO <5km inshore 
shallows;  gulls <20km and 
shoreline Inkerman 

47◦ 

40’ 
64◦ 

50’ ? 1096; BCNH, GBHE  

 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  6, 13, 25, 26, 61, 

62, 78, 88, 92 
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PRIORITY INLAND WATERBIRD HABITATS 
Species Occurrence* 

ID COMPLEX NAME A
M

B
I 

A
M

C
O

 

B
C

N
H

 

B
LT
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C
O

M
O

 

G
B

H
E 

LE
B

I 

PB
G

R
 

SO
R

A
 

VI
R

A
 

YE
A

R
 

TO
TA

L Approx %     
of Area  

Protected Conservation and Management 

1 Bridgetown 11 0 0 0 0 116 0 0 1 1 0 129   

2 Channel Island 2 0 30 0 0 370 0 0 0 0 0 402   

3 Amherst  2 2 0 2 1 0 1 2 6 4 1 21   

4 Tatamagouche Prov. Park  7 0 0 0 2 12 0 11 9 3 0 44   

5 Antigonish  5 0 0 0 0 366 0 3 4 0 0 378   
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Nova Scotia Priority Inland Waterbird Habitats

 

       
     
      
          
 
 
    
 

American Coot 

Habitat complex 

eCommon Moorhen 

Black-crowned Night-Heron r 

n Pied-billed Grebe 

m Least Bittern 

e Sora 

Virginia Rail 

Yellow Rail 

 Black Tern 

American Bittern  

Great Blue Heron 

*Numbers indicate at least one confirmed or probable breeding occurrence and not total number of pairs.  For BCNH and GBHE, numbers represent number of breeding individuals. 
 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  90, 96, 97, 98, 99, 

100, 101, 102 
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Nova Scotia Priority Coastal Seabird Habitats 
 

 

NOTE: Numbers reflect colonies 
surveyed since the 1990s.   
 

NS Seabird Summary 
 All Priority
 

Number of  
active colonies 

274 8 
 

Number of  
seabirds 

276,000 254,000
 

% sites 
protected 

Unk Unk 
 

% sites  
publicly owned 

Unk Unk 
 

% sites  
privately owned

Unk Unk 

 
HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID Name 
N Birds; 
Species 

1 

4

3

5

2

       Priority site; active 1990s 
      Non priority site; active 1990s 

 Site active in 1980s and/or 
1970s; present activity 
unknown 

          Habitat complex 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  6, 13, 25, 26, 61, 

62, 78, 79, 87, 88, 92 

Habitats Site Name Lat Lon 
Status-
Owner N Birds; Species Conservation Actions 

Bon Portage 
Island 

43◦ 

28’ 
65◦ 

45’ ? 

117,000; BCNH, 
COTE, GBBG, GBHE, 
HERG, LHSP   

The Brothers 
(North) 

43◦ 

38 
65◦ 

49’ ? 
914; ARTE, COTE, 
ROST   

The Brothers 
43◦ 

38 
65◦ 

49’ ? 
952; ARTE, COTE, 
ROST   

1 Bon Portage 
Group 

126,000; ARTE, 
ATPU, BCNH, 
COTE, DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG, 
LHSP, ROST 

Nesting-56 sites; Foraging- 
terns <10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; DCCO 
<5km inshore shallows; gulls 
<20km and shoreline 

Cape Sable 
Island (Sandbar) 

43◦ 

24 
65◦ 

37’ ? ?: GBBG, ROST   
2 Nags Head 

Group 
490; ARTE, 
GBBG, HERG, 
ROST 

Nesting- 23 sites); Foraging- 
terns <10km estuarine 
waters, marshes;  gulls 
<20km and shoreline 

Nags Head and 
Hapes Point 

44◦ 

56 
62◦ 

06’ ? 48; ARTE   
3 Country 

Group 
123,300; ARTE, 
BLGU, COTE, 
GBBG, HERG, 
LHSP, ROST 

Nesting- 5 sites; Foraging- 
terns <10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; gulls 
<20km and shoreline Country Island 

45◦ ◦ 61 123,000; ARTE, BLGU, 
CPTE, LHSP, ROST  04 32’ ?  

4 Sable Island 3200; ARTE, 
COTE, LHSP, 
ROST 

Nesting-1 site; Foraging- 
terns <10km estuarine 
waters, marshes ◦ ◦ 59 3200; ARTE, COTE, 

LHSP, ROST 
43
57 55’ ?  Sable Island 

5 Bird Island 370; RAZO Nesting-1 site; Foraging ◦ ◦ 6046
22 20’ ? 370; RAZO  Bird Island 
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PRIORITY INLAND WATERBIRD HABITATS 
Species Occurrence* 

ID Complex Name  A
M

B
I 

 A
M

C
O

 

 G
B

H
E 

 P
B

G
R
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O

R
A

 

 V
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A
 

 T
O

TA
L 

Approx %            
Protected Conservation and Management 

1 St Peter’s  3 1 0 4 3 1 12   

2 Murray Harbour  0 0 122 1 1 0 124   

3 Charlottetown  2 0 820 2 3 0 827   

4 Enmore  2 0 0 2 1 0 5   
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Prince Edward Island Priority Inland Waterbird Habitats

4

2

1 

 

       
     
      
          
 
 
    
 

American Coot 

Habitat complex 

n Pied-billed Grebe 

e Sora 

Virginia Rail 

American Bittern  

Great Blue Heron 

* Numbers indicate at least one confirmed or probable breeding occurrence and not total number of pairs.  For BCNH and GBHE, numbers represent number of breeding individuals. 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  90, 96, 97, 98, 99, 

100, 101, 102 
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       SeaPEIfinal2 

Prince Edward Island Priority Coastal Seabird Habitats 
 
 

 

 
 

PEI Seabird Summary 
 All Priority
 

Number of  
active colonies 45 10 
 

Number of 
seabirds 22,000 6,850 
 

% sites  
protected unk unk 
 

% sites  
publicly owned unk unk 
 

% sites  
privately owned unk unk 

 
HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 

ID Name 
N Birds; 
Species Habitats Site Name Lat Lon 

Status-
Owner N Birds; Species Conservation Actions 

West Point 
46◦ 

37’ 
64◦ 

23’ ? 274; GRCO   

Indian Point Sand 
Hills East 

43◦ 

37 
64◦ 

13’ ? 348; COTE, GBBG, RBGU   

1 West Point 
Group 

2000; COTE, 
DCCO, GBBG, 
GRCO, HERG, 
RBGU 

Nesting- 4 sites; Foraging- 
terns <10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; DCCO 
<5km inshore shallows; gulls 
<20km and shoreline 

Indian Point Sand 
Hills West 

43◦ 

37’ 
64◦ 

17’ ? 
?; COTE, DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG, RBGU  

Oultons Island 
46◦ 

47’ 
64◦ 

03’ ? 432; GBHE  
2 Oultons Island 

Group 
4700; COTE, 
DCCO, GBHE 

Nesting- 5 sites; Foraging- 
terns <10km estuarine 
waters, marshes Ram Island 

(GSt.L) 
46◦ 

46’ 
64◦ 

05’ ? 4260; DCCO  
3 Rustico Group 146; ARTE, 

COTE 
Nesting- 3 sites; Foraging- 
terns <10km estuarine 
waters, marshes Rustico Sandbar 

46◦ 

27 
63◦ 

17’ ? 120; COTE  
4 Poverty 

Beach Group 
2576; COTE, 
DCCO, GBHE, 
RBGU 

Nesting- 3 sites; Foraging- 
terns <10km estuarine 
waters, marshes; DCCO 
<5km inshore shallows; gulls 
<20km and shoreline Poverty Beach 

46◦ 

02 
62◦ 

29’ ? 1400; COTE, RBGU  

 

1 

4

3

2 

       Priority site; active 1990s 
      Non priority site; active 1990s 

 Site active in 1980s and/or 
1970s; present activity 
unknown 

          Habitat complex 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  13, 25, 26, 61, 78, 

88, 92 
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SeaQCfinal1 
 

Quebec Priority Coastal Seabird Habitats 
 
 
 
 
 

Quebec Seabird  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary 
 All Priority
 

Number of  
active  
colonies 145 10 
 

Number of  
seabirds 397,053 294,399
 

% sites 
 protected ? ? 
 

% sites  
publicly  
owned ? ? 
 

% sites 
 privately owned ? ? 

       Priority site; active 1990s 
      Non priority site; active 1990s 

 Site active in 1980s and/or 
1970s; present activity 
unknown 

          Habitat complex 

 3

BCR14
 2 4

BCR8 

Magdalen Islands 

 1 
NB 

PEIBCR12 

ME 
NS

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 

71, 73, 74, 77, 78, 83, 84, 85, 86, 88, 

92 

HABITAT COMPLEX PRIORITY SITES 
N Birds; 
Spp 

N Birds;  
 ID Name Habitats Priority Sites Lat Lon Status-Owner Conservation Actions Species 

○  ○  47 70   
Pilier de pierre 12’ 22’ Unprotected - ? 

16,700; RBGU, 
HERG, GBBG, RAZO

1 

Batture aux Loups 
marins 

47○ 

15’  
 70○ 

25’
Unprotected -
Private 

12,500; RBGU, 
HERG, GBBG 

  

West St. 
Lawrence 

    

○   ○  48 69 Protected – 
Federal 

9,500; RBGU, HERG, 
GBBG 

  
Île Rouge 04’  33’

8,600; DCCO,   
HERG, GBBG, BLKI 
RAZO, BLGU 

  
○  ○ 47 69 Protected – 

Private Îles Pèlerins 44’ 43’ 

Iles de Ragueneau 
49○ 

03’ 
68○ 

32’ Unprotected -  
7,500; DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG 

  2 North St. 
Lawrence 

    

6,172; DCCO, GBBG, 
HERG, BLKI, RAZO, 
BLGU 

  
○  ○ 6948

45’ 02’ ?-? Ile Laval 
154,400; NOGA, 
DCCO, COMU, BLKI, 
RAZO, BLGU, HERG, 
GBBG, ATPU 

  

Île Bonaventure  
48○  

30’ 
64○ 

10’ 

Protected - 
Provincial & 
Federal 

3 East Gaspé     

19,100; DCCO, BLKI, 
COMU, RAZO, BLGU, 
HERG, GBBG 

  
○  ○ 48 64 Protected – 

Federal Forillon Peninsula 47’ 11’ 

Rochers aux 
Oiseaux 

47○  

51’ 
61○ 

09’ 
Protected – 
Federal 

50,000; NOGA, LCHP, 
COMU, BLKI, TBMU, 
ATPU, RAZO 

  4 Magdalen 
Islands 

    

9,600; DCCO, GRCO, 
BLKI, HERG, GBBG, 
COMU, RAZO, BLGU, 
ATPU 

  

Île Brion 
 47○ ○ 61 Protected- 

Provincial 48’ 28’ 
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NEUSfinal2 

Northeast US Continental Shelf Important Marine Bird Habitat  
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Habitat Description 
This area extends from 
Cape Hatteras to the Gulf of 
Maine and includes most of 
Pelagic Bird Conservation 
Region 78.  Overall the 
Shelf has a temperate 
climate that is structurally 
complicated by changing 
weather patterns, tides, and 
estuarine interfaces.  It is a 
highly productive area with 
fisheries an important 
exploited resource.    

 

WATERBIRD USE (MANEM focal species in bold) 
used by 8 waterbird species (7 focal) during breeding and 29 species (19 focal) during nonbreeding season 
Habitats Nearshore Shelf Waters Offshore Shelf Waters Slope Waters 
 BHGU, BLKI, BOGU, CATE, COTE, 

GLGU, GBBG, GRCO, HERG, LHSP, 
LBBG, LIGU, NOGA, RBGU, ROST, 
TBMU, RNGR, HOGR, RTLO, COLO 

BHGU, BLKI, BOGU, GLGU, GBBG, 
GRSH, HERG, LHSP, NOGA, RAZO, 
RBGU, SOSH, SPSK, TBMU, WISP, 
COLO 

AUSH, BLKI, BRTE, GRSH, LHSP, 
LTJA, SOSH, SPSK, TBMU, WISP 

Timing Jan-Mar Apr-Jun Jul-Sep Oct-Dec 
Breeding  CATE, COTE, DCCO, 

GBBG, HERG 
CATE, LETE, COTE, DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG, LHSP, ROST 

CATE, LETE, COTE, DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG, LHSP, ROST LHSP 

Non-
breeding  

DCCO, LBBG, GLGU, 
HERG, LIGU, NOGA, RBGU, 
BHGU, BLKI, COLO, GBBG, 
GRCO, HOGR, LTJA, MASH, 
NOFU, RAZO, RNGR, RTLO 

DCCO, AUSH, BOGU, 
GLGU, COSH, GRSH, 
LHSP, LTJA, MASH, NOFU, 
SOSH, SPSK, WISP 

BRTE, DCCO, LBBG, AUSH, 
BOGU, HERG, NOGA, 
RBGU, BHGU, BLKI, COLO, 
COSH, GBBG, GRCO, 
GRSH, HOGR, LHSP, 
MASH, NOFU, RAZO, 
RNGR, RTLO, SOSH, SPSK, 
WISP 

BRTE, DCCO, LBBG, AUSH, 
GLGU, HERG, LIGU, NOGA, 
RBGU, BHGU, BLKI, COLO, 
COSH, GBBG, GRCO, 
GRSH, HOGR, LHSP, LTJA, 
MASH, NOFU, RAZO, 
RNGR, RTLO, SOSH, SPSK, 
WISP 

 

HABITAT CONSERVATION 
Threats Protection Conservation Needs 
• pollution/contaminants 
• overexploitation of resources 
• decreases in biomass yields 
• offshore energy development (e.g. 

wind) 
• potential effects of aquaculture 
 
 
 
 
 

• State jurisdiction to 3 mi 
• Federal jurisdiction 3-200 mi 
• National Marine Fisheries Service,  

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission, Mid Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council 

• TNC’s Mid-Atlantic Bight 
Seascape program 

 
 

• reduction in urban discharges 
• research of nearshore plankton 

blooms 
• monitoring of indicator species 
 

 

Hudson 
Canyon 

Montauk 
Point 

Pelagic Bird 
Conservation Region 

Boundary 

CT 

NJ 

PB
C

R
 7

8 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  13, 27, 28, 29, 

43 
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GOMfinal2 
 

Gulf of Maine Important Marine Bird Habitat 
 

 

 

HABITAT DESCRIPTION 
The Gulf of Maine is off-shore from 
MA, NH, ME, New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia and includes portions 
of Pelagic Bird Conservation 
Regions 78 and 79.  This marine 
habitat is high in nutrients resulting 
in high productivity.  Numerous 
gyres, upwellings, and currents 
contribute to nutrient cycling and 
distribution.  The area hosts a 
great biodiversity of marine 
organisms.  Additionally, its coastal 
reach hosts a large human 
population and is highly urbanized 
and industrialized.  
 

 

WATERBIRD USE (MANEM focal species in bold) 
used by 8 waterbird species (7 focal) during breeding and 29 species (19 focal) during nonbreeding season 
Habitats Nearshore Shelf Waters Offshore Shelf Waters Slope Waters 
 ARTE, ATPU, BLGU, BHGU, BLKI, BOGU, 

COMU, COTE, GLGU, GBBG, GRCO, 
GRSK, HERG, ICGU, LHSP, LIGU, NOGA, 
PAJA, POJA, RBGU, ROST, TBMU, RNGR, 
HOGR, RTLO, COLO 

ARTE, BHGU, BLKI, COMU, DOVE, 
GLGU, GBBG, GRSK, GRSH, HERG, 
ICGU, LHSP, MASH, NOFU, NOGA, 
PAJA, POJA, RAZO, SOSH, SPSK, 
TBMU, WISP, COLO 

BLKI, COMU, GRSH, ICGU, LHSP, LTJA, 
MASH, PAJA, POJA, SOSH, SPSK, 
TBMU, WISP 

Timing Jan-Mar Apr-Jun Jul-Sep Oct-Dec 
Breeding  

BLGU, COMU, NOGA, RAZO, 
COTE, DCCO, GBBG, HERG 

ARTE, ATPU, BLGU, COMU, 
NOGA, RAZO, COTE, DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG, LHSP, ROST 

ARTE, ATPU, BLGU, COMU, 
NOGA, RAZO, COTE, DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG, LHSP, ROST LHSP 

Non-
breeding  ARTE, BLGU, COMU, DOVE, 

GRSK, ICGU, POJA, SAGU, 
TBMU, GLGU, HERG, LIGU, 
NOGA, RBGU, BHGU, BLKI, 
COLO, GBBG, GRCO, HOGR, 
LTJA, MASH, NOFU, RAZO, 
RNGR, RTLO 

ARTE, DOVE, GRSK, ICGU, 
PAJA, POJA, SAGU, TBMU, 
AUSH, BOGU, GLGU, COSH, 
GRSH, LHSP, LTJA, MASH, 
NOFU, SOSH, SPSK, WISP 

ARTE, BLGU, GRSK, PAJA, 
POJA, SAGU, AUSH, BOGU, 
TBMU, HERG, NOGA, RBGU, 
BHGU, BLKI, COLO, COSH, 
GBBG, GRCO, GRSH, LHSP, 
HOGR, MASH, NOFU, RAZO, 
RNGR, RTLO, SOSH, SPSK, 
WISP 

ARTE, BLGU, COMU, DOVE, 
GRSK, ICGU, PAJA, POJA, 
SAGU, AUSH, GLGU, TBMU, 
HERG, LIGU, NOGA, RBGU, 
BHGU, BLKI, COLO, COSH, 
GBBG, GRCO, GRSH, HOGR, 
LHSP, LTJA, MASH, NOFU, 
RAZO, RNGR, RTLO, SOSH, 
SPSK, WISP 

 

HABITAT CONSERVATION 
Threats Protection Conservation Needs 
• near-coastal eutrophication from 

phosphate and nitrate discharges 
• industrial toxics/urban 

runoff/contamination 
• degradation of benthic community 
• offshore energy development (e.g. 

wind, liquefied natural gas) 
 

• state (3 mi) and provincial (12 mi) 
jurisdiction 

• under joint jurisdiction of U.S. and 
Canada (out to 200 mi) 

• Gulf of Maine Council – a 
partnership of Canadian and US 
governmental and non-
governmental organizations  

• reduction in urban discharges  
• research of nearshore plankton 

blooms 
• monitoring of indicator species 

Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:  6, 13, 20, 27, 28, 

29, 30 

Great South 
Channel 

Georges Bank 

Cashes 
Ledge Browns Bank 

Federal 
Boundary 

ME 

NS 

MA 

PBCR 78 P
B

C
R

 7
9 

Pelagic Bird 
Conservation Region 

Boundaries 
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SCOfinal2 

Scotian Shelf Important Marine Bird Habitat  

 
WATERBIRD USE (MANEM focal species are bolded) 
Used by 14 waterbird species (12 focal) during breeding and 29 species (16 focal) during non-breeding season 
 Jan-Mar Apr-Jun Jul-Sep Oct-Dec 
Breeding  

BLKI, TBMU, BLGU, COMU, 
NOGA, RAZO, COTE, 
DCCO, GBBG, HERG 

BLKI, TBMU, ARTE, ATPU, 
BLGU, COMU, NOGA, 
RAZO, COTE, DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG, LHSP, ROST 

BLKI, TBMU, ARTE, ATPU, 
BLGU, COMU, NOGA, 
RAZO, COTE, DCCO, 
GBBG, HERG, LHSP, ROST LHSP 

Non-breeding  
ATPU, ARTE, BLGU, COMU, 
DOVE, GRSK, ICGU, POJA, 
SAGU, TBMU, BHGU, BLKI, 
COLO, GBBG, GRCO, 
HOGR, LTJA, MASH, NOFU, 
RAZO, RNGR, RTLO 

ARTE, DOVE, GRSK, ICGU, 
PAJA, POJA, SAGU, TBMU, 
COSH, GRSH, LHSP, LTJA, 
MASH, NOFU, SOSH, SPSK, 
WISP 

ARTE, BLGU, GRSK, PAJA, 
POJA, SAGU, TBMU, BHGU, 
BLKI, COLO, COSH, GBBG, 
GRCO, GRSH, LHSP, 
HOGR, MASH, NOFU, 
RAZO, RNGR, RTLO, SOSH, 
SPSK, WISP 

ARTE, BLGU, COMU, DOVE, 
GRSK, ICGU, PAJA, POJA, 
SAGU, TBMU, BHGU, BLKI, 
COLO, COSH, GBBG, 
GRCO, GRSH, HOGR, 
LHSP, LTJA, MASH, NOFU, 
RAZO, RNGR, RTLO, SOSH, 
SPSK, WISP 

 

HABITAT CONSERVATION  
Threats Protection Conservation Needs 
• overexploitation of resources 
• global climate change 
• offshore energy development (e.g. 

oil) 
 
 
 

• under jurisdiction of Nova Scotia 
Provincial Government up to 12 mi 

• federal jurisdiction 12-200 mi 
• fisheries voluntarily comply with 

rules of the International 
Commission for the Northwest 
Atlantic Fisheries 

• requires long term monitoring and 
research 

• assessment of biological 
components and understanding of 
system functions 

 

Habitat Description 
This region extends from 
Nova Scotia north to the 
Laurentian Channel and 
includes Pelagic Bird 
Conservation Region 79.  
The topography is varying 
with deep troughs and 
shallow banks.  The area is 
considered to be of moderate 
productivity.  

Pelagic Bird  
Conservation Area 

Boundary 

Sable Is 

Quebec 

New Brunswick 

Nova Scotia 

Isles de la 
Madeleine 

St. Lawrence River 

Cabot Strait 

Laurentian Channel

PEI 

PB
C

R
 7

9 Associated Conservation 
Projects 

Project Numbers:   

 

50


	Binder_h_legends.pdf
	habitat_titlepage.pdf
	habProf_Marshlegend_final1.pdf
	habProf_wadsealegend_final2.pdf
	Habitat Sources_matrix.pdf
	Habitat Sources.pdf

	Binder_h_profiles.pdf
	VA_Marsh_final2.pdf
	VA_Wad_final2.pdf
	VA_Sea_final2.pdf
	MD_Marsh_final2.pdf
	MD_Wad_final2.pdf
	MD_Sea_final2.pdf
	DE_Marsh_final2.pdf
	DE_wad_final1.pdf
	Delaware Priority Coastal Wading Bird Habitats

	DE_Sea_final1.pdf
	Number of 
	seabirds

	NJ_Marsh_final2.pdf
	NJ_Wad_final1.pdf
	NJ_Sea_final1.pdf
	NY_Marsh_ADK_final2.pdf
	NY_Marsh_LI_final2.pdf
	NY_Wad_final1.pdf
	NY_Sea_final1.pdf
	CT_Marsh_final2.pdf
	CT_Wad_final1.pdf
	CT_Sea_final1.pdf
	RI_Marsh_final2.pdf
	RI_Wad_final2.pdf
	RI_Sea_final1.pdf
	Rhode Island Priority Coastal Seabird Habitats

	MA_Marsh_final2.pdf
	MA_Wad_final1.pdf
	Massachusetts Priority Coastal Wading Bird Habitats

	MA_Sea_final2.pdf
	VT_Marsh_final2.pdf
	NH_MArsh_final1.pdf
	NH_Sea_final1.pdf
	ME_Marsh_final2.pdf
	ME_Wad_final1.pdf
	Maine Priority Coastal Wading Bird Habitats

	ME_Sea_final1.pdf
	Maine Priority Coastal Seabird Habitats

	NB_Marsh_final2.pdf
	NB_Sea_final2.pdf
	NS_Marsh_final2.pdf
	NS_Sea_final1.pdf
	Nova Scotia Priority Coastal Seabird Habitats

	PEI_Marsh_final2.pdf
	PEI_Sea_final2.pdf
	QC_Sea_final1.pdf
	marine_NEUSfinal2.pdf
	marine_GOMfinal2.pdf
	marine_SCOfinal2.pdf


